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EDUCATIONAL NEWS 
IN THE COLLEGES 


The War’s Effect on Enrolments — The figures listed below are a vivid 
picture of the manner in which the war has cut down the number of students 
attending the colleges. 


TOTAL CIVILIAN ENROLMENT IN OCTOBER, 1943 


Men Women Total 1942 1941 
Carthage 32 90 122 234 255 
Gettysburg 101 191 292 677 649 
Hartwick 21 88 109 193 276 
Lenoir Rhyne 89 272 361 484 589 The enrolment of this year 
Marion (Jr.) 17 717 79 100 indicates a drop of 52 per cent 
Midland 52 108 160 314 319 from the figures of 1941. 
Muhlenberg 142 142 430 524 
Newberry 37 91 128 279 389 
Roanoke Bay, 113%), WOT) B57. S18 ees eee eee 
Susquehanna = A08 136 eee 283 per cent of the total, at present 
Thiel ~ 29 Ui 106 209 217 they constitute only 32 per 
Wagner 69 145 214 280 294 aa 
Waterloo 35 31 66 57 53 J 
Wittenberg 64 240 304 554 657 

758 1,626 2,384 4385 4983 


The enrolment by classes as compared with some previous years is indi- 
cated in the following figures: 


Year Freshmen Sophomores Juniors Seniors Specials Totals 
1939 October 1,946 1,264 867 868 224 5,169 
1940 October 1,855 1,295 938 798 252 5,138 
1941 October 1,800 1,206 908 838 231 4,983 
1943 October 1,031 524 332 - 371 126 2,384 


At six of our colleges there are 2,216 students in military units, in addi- 
tion to the civilian students. The fours for the individual colleges which 
have these military units are not for public information. 


AT THE SEMINARIES 


Enrolments—The accelerated programs of the colleges have favorably 
affected the number of students at the seminaries, the number this year 
being 351, while last year’s figure was 326. On the other hand, the number 
of juniors this year is 119 compared to 133 last year. It may be that we shall 
now witness a decline in the total enrolments of the seminaries. The number 
of special students has dropped from/17 last year to 8 this year. It is not en- 
couraging to note that there are no internes. All the students seem anxious 
to complete their work as rapidly as possible, and of course synodical offi- 
cials are encouraging them to that end in order to care for the large number 
of vacancies. 

The number of persons doing graduate work continues to decline, being 
only 114. The figures for previous years are: 1942-43, 128; 1941-42, 170; 
1940-41, 145; 1939-40, 191; 1938-39, 157; 1937-38, 157.. 

’ Of the 351 regular students, six are not Lutheran. Of the 114 graduate 
students, 30 are not Lutheran. 


Enrolments, Excluding Graduate Students Totals 
Seminary Jrs. Midrs. Srs. Spec. 1943-44 1942-43 1941-42 
Chicago 6 13 8 2 29 31 28 
Gettysburg 28 32 29 89 84 69 
Hamma 10 16 12 3 41 34 33 
Northwestern 15 14 6 2 37 26 18 
Philadelphia - 40 30 20 90 78 80 
Saskatoon o 6 1 10 10 7 
Southern 12 11 9 32 33 31 
Waterloo 2 3 1 6 6 11 
Western 3 10 4 17 24 9 
119 oe 92 8 351 326 286 
—U. L. C. A. Board of Education. 
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WAC Corporal V. B. at Prayer in the 
Chapel at Ellington Field, Texas 


A WAC PRAYER 


PLEASE God, give me strength. 

Give me the strength of mind that 
each day I may have the clarity of | 
thought to do my job intelligently; © 
that I may at no time fail or falter © 
in the service of which I am so proud © 
to be a part. i 

Give me the strength of body so 
that no matter where I am, here or 
“over there,” sickness or weariness 
will neither delay nor impair the 
performance of the task I have to do. 

Give me the strength to conquer 
my fears, to face them as our boys 
are doing every day, and never 
waver as I go ahead. 

Give me the strength of spiritual 
understanding that I may never for- 
get that the ideals for which we are 
fighting are right and decent for all 
men. 

Give me these strengths, not for 
myself, but for those I love; for all 
the brothers, sweethearts, sons and: 
husbands throughout this troubled 
world. 

I must have these strengths, O 
Lord. For, however large or how- 
ever stnall a part I may play, I shall 
have lent at least a bit towards 
hastening the day when those we 
love may return home in peace. 
Amen. 


[The reception of women into the armed 
forces of the United States is comparatively re- 
cent, but reports show prompt provision for 
ae Peep onaive appreciation of religious wor- 
ship. Ep. 
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<x e e e e 
A Basic Division 

One influence of Christianity upon the world is in the method of 
reckoning the dates of events. For example, we say that the discovery 
of America occurred in the year of our Lord 1492. We place the issuance 
of the declaration of American independence not as happening 167 years 
ago, but in A. D. 1776, that is, 1776 years after the birth of Christ. 

But even more significant is the manner in which one locates in time 
whatever happened prior to the birth of Christ. Isaiah’s period’ is the 
eighth century B. C.—before Christ. Confucius lived in China about 500 
B. C., and so on. The succession of events is indicated by relating their 
occurrence to the birthday of the Child Jesus in Bethlehem of Judea. 

The nearly worldwide extent to which pagan forms of reckoning 
time have yielded to the Christian system bears witness to the power and 
enterprise of Christian culture. Classical, Oriental, Egyptian and other 
pagan chronologies are in process of gradual displacement. The accuracy 
and the relevance of the Christian system—sponsored as it is by Christian 
civilization—wins ever widening adoption. 

It is not illogical to see the will of God in this by-product of the 
spread of Christianity. Mere letters B. C. and A. D. have, of course, no 
converting power in themselves, but they do bear witness to an ever- 
widening conquest by the truths revealed by Jesus Christ. 

Logic may not justify the observation, but sentiment and human 
experience impel one to note the birth of our Lord—not His death nor 
His resurrection—was the starting point of the era. It is not an incident, 
but the essence of God’s revelation of Himself and His consideration for 
mankind, that the Child has the imprint of His image and the complete- 
ness of everlasting personality. Such valuation is plain in the warning 
specified against offending “one of these little ones.”’ 


Christmas Greetings in Verse 


By LUTHERAN WRITERS 


THE LITTLE CHRIST 
By LILLIAN THOMPSON 


THE inn was filled to overflow 

And Joseph found no place to go 
Save in a stall upon the hay, 

Where they might rest until the day. 


It must have been a cheerless morn 
When Mary’s little Son was born. 
She tucked Him in the manger bed 
Without a pillow for His head. 


The drowsy cattle stood around, 

But never made the faintest sound 

As Mary’s tender little hands 
Wrapped Jesus in the swaddling bands. 


And shepherds, watching through the 
night, 

Beheld a band of angels bright; 

They heard them, O so sweetly, sing 

About the little manger-King. 


In haste they came the Child to see; 
And worshiped Him on bended knee; 
Then hurried on their homeward way, 
Good news to tell that blessed day. 


Three wise men came from lands afar 

As they were guided by the star. 

They brought Him gifts of myrrh and 
gold, 

Just as the prophets had foretold. 


O holy, happy Christmas morn. 
The little Christ for us is born. 

No wonder bells in steeples ring— 
It is the birthday of the King. 


Whittier, Calif. 


THE TRUE CHRISTMAS 
By OLIVE LAIR SMITH 


Wuat matter if you wake to see 

A snow scene, sparkling, bright; 

Or dreary waste, or verdant lea, 

If you but have the light 

Of Christmas candles in your eye, 
And in your heart is ringing 

The “Peace on Earth” that from the sky 
Blest angels once were flinging? 


Your lot may be to toil and spin 
At morn, and noon and night; 

Or sit with folded hands, while din 
Of labor comes to blight 
A-rugged soul in feeble clay. 

But if your heart is leaping : 
To greet the Babe in manger hay, 
His Day is in your keeping. 


Alliance, Ohio. 


Gramstorff Bros., Inc. 
The Shepherds Came to Bethlehem and... 
Found the Babe Lying in a Manger 


OUR GIFTS 
By MRS. L. L. HUFFMAN 


WE cannot walk the old, old trail 
That leads to ancient Bethlehem, 

To find the newborn Baby King, 
Or carry priceless gifts to Him. 


But we can give far more than this 
By walking in His Holy Way, 

And doing our small bit to make 
The world more joyous on His day. 


We cannot, like the Wise Men, take 
Our chosen offerings to His door, 
ut we can aid “the least of these,” 


/ And point them to His golden shore. 


And so we wait the holy night 
When silvery chimes with joy will 
ring; 
With ears attuned to catch the sound, 
All glory to the newborn King. 


Lincolnton, N. C. 


A CHRISTMAS QUERY 
By E. C. DOLBEER 


Witt the guns of war be stilled? 

Will roar of hate be stilled 
To hear angels in the sky, 
And the baby’s helpless cry, 
Or the mother’s lullaby? 

Will noise of strife be stilled? 


Will the world again be thrilled? 
Will hearts of men be thrilled 
As Mary’s heart who bore Him, 
Or shepherds bow before Him, 
And kings who came ?’ adore Him? 
Will minds of men be thrilled? 


Will the lives of men be filled? 
Will empty hearts be filled 
With faith in God’s salvation, 
And new hope for creation, 
And love in every nation? 
Will souls of men be filled? 


Will I welcome Bethlehem’s. Child? 
Will I love the Holy Child? 
My heart be stilled and fear Him, 
My mind be thrilled to hear Him, 
My soul be filled when near Him? 
Will I adore the Child? 


Mt. Carroll, Ill. 


A CHRISTMAS PRAYER 
By LAURA EMILY MAU 


O GENTLE Spirit of our God, 
Shed Thy kind light and love 

Over the earth and over seas. 
Shield all, dear God above. 


Let Thy sweet peace enter all hearts, 
And let Thy Christmas Song 

Of “Peace on Earth, Good Will to Men!” 
Keep nations kind and strong, 


That hatreds on the earth will cease, 
And men will live for Thee, 

To comfort and to bless and help 
Thee set all nations free, 


From war on earth forevermore 
That they may. remain free; 

Dear God, the peace for which we pray, 
Can come alone from Thee. 


Atlantic City, N. J. 


The Darkened Christmas Star 
By ALBERT G. LORENZ 


Lone, long ago the herald angels sang 
Of peace on earth, good will to men. 
The glory of the Christmas Star 
Enthralled the shepherds on the plain. 


Now man-made monsters of the air 
Kill, maim and drive men to despair. 
The radiance of the Christmas Star 


Is dimmed by frightful clouds of war. 


Yet peace will come some day, 

When maddened tyrants end _ their 
sway, 

When nature hides the bloody sod, 

When men at last will turn to God. 


O’er all the earth and ocean wide 

Christ’s Sermon on the Mount will 
guide 

Men to an everlasting peace, 

And deadly wars will ever cease. 


Again the heavenly choirs will sing 

Hosannas to the new-born King. 

Then will all earthly hatreds cease 

And Christ will reign as Prince of 
Peace. 


The Lutheran 


IN THE WORLD'S EVE 


The Metropolitan Insurance Com- 
pany recently called attention of its 
policy holders to the ominous in- 
crease of New York City’s death rate 
by 8 per cent during the first nine 
months of 1943. That this is not pri- 
marily due to the city’s congested 
population is shown by the further 
fact that the national increase, rural 
and urban, was 7 per cent for the 
same period. The contribution of 
military casualties is practically neg- 
ligible. The increased death rate has 
come rather from chronic ailments 
and a dangerous development of 
pneumonic diseases. Back of these, 
as furnishing fertile ground for the 
increase, lies the greatly increased 
pressure of nervous tensions induced 
by war and its alarms, and the low- 
ering of bodily resistance effected by 
the decrease in quality and quantity 
of available food, especially the un- 
- certainty engendered by frequent 
and puzzling changes in the regula- 
tions imposed upon the various food 
items, in the number of .points re- 
quired, and on the effect produced 
by the variations in the appearance 
and disappearance of the food pro- 
ducts on the market. 


Mexican alligators are entering 
“all out” into the war. This is not a 
voluntary gesture; they’re being 
drafted, and they’re going piecemeal. 
That means they will serve as high- 
grade leather for needs where long 
wear is essential. Their tails will be 
enlisted to provide a means of stav- 
ing off a food shortage; the flesh is 
highly nutritious and prized as a 
delicacy. Their bodies, rendered for 
oil, produce an ideal lubrication for 
precision machinery, at present so 
important for war purposes. While 
still alive, they provide a natural and 
effective means of keeping under 
control many of the parasitic den- 
izens of Mexico’s swampy lands 
which are fatal to cattle and human 
beings alike. Mexico’s Bureau of 
Fisheries and Allied Industries have 
established a thorough supervision 
of the saurian tribes. By this means 
not only do they expect to develop 
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further industrial applications of the 
alligators, and regiment them where 
they are super-abundant, but also to 
propagate them in sections where 
once they were numerous but are 
now nearly extinct. 


The Droll ingenuity of the people 
in occupied countries in side-step- 
ping restrictions on their self-expres- 
sion is amazingly effective. Its puck- 
ish humor is not the least of its 
virtues. The reaction of the Nether- 
landers to the collapse of Mussolini’s 
rule in Italy is one of the latest and 
best. They felt that the occasion de- 
manded a display of national feeling, 
and their natural desire was to float 
their national colors. But that had 
long since been forbidden. Then, 
says the Netherlands Information 
Bureau (in.exile) someone had the 
happy thought that the prohibition 
had nothing to say about flagpoles. 
Translated into words the thought 
spread like wildfire. As if by magic, 
flagpoles appeared everywhere— 
roof-tops, balconies, lawns, out of 
windows. The controlled radio fumed 
and sputtered about “‘the childish at- 
titude” of the Dutch, but the effect 
was quite the same as if the Nether- 
lands’ red-white-and-blue banners 
were there snapping in the wind. 
And if one gets down to brass tacks, 
the thoughts aroused by an emblem 
are what count. 


British Columbia is getting ready 
for the return of her soldiers from 
the wars by setting aside “1,000,000 
acres of soil-surveyed land” in se- 
lected areas of the province to be 
distributed among her veterans. Be- 
cause of a painful experience with a 
similar experiment after World War 
I, the authorities will try to arrange 
this time that only qualified farmers 
with agricultural inclinations shall 
be settled upon these acres. This is 
reminiscent of the days following our 
Civil War, when a song having great 
vogue among the Union veterans 
carried the refrain, “Uncle Sam is 
rich enough to give us all a farm.” 
The same mistakes were made in 
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that experiment. Nevertheless the 
project should be tried here again, 
especially since our government’s 
land holdings are growing too top- 
heavy for the public welfare. Sug- 
gestions are coming with increasing 
frequency and point to the fact that 
383,000,000 acres are too many to re- 
main under Federal control, and that 
its increase is perilous to the con- 
tinued existence of state govern- 
ments. The War Department has ac- 
quired 17,000,000 acres during the 
last 21% years; the Navy Department 
is just now adding 800,000 acres to 
its earlier holdings of 600,000 acres. 
At present the Federal government 
holds 78 per cent of Nevada, 68 per 
cent of Utah, and.41 per cent of Cali- 
fornia. Practically all the other states 
are involved in the same situation. 
Secretary Wickard has already 
urged that 20,000,000 acres fit for 
farm production should be returned 
to private ownership to meet post- 
war demands. That would furnish a 
good chance. 


Mansfield, Ill., has started some- 
thing that could easily go further in 
this country. The boys and girls of 
that Illinois village of 700 people, 
representing practically every fam- 
ily there, have sent a large shipment 
of toys and gifts to England’s town 
of the same name. This is the out- 
come of a letter sent by Col. O. H. 
Standley, commanding a U. S. Army 
medical unit in the English town, to 
Mayor Robert Leach, suggesting that 
“a box of inexpensive toys, bearing 
cards from American children, 
would make an impression that will 
last long after speeches about Anglo- 
American relations have been for- 
gotten.” There are many towns and 
villages in our land that have taken 
their names from places across the 
seas. Ohio, for instance, has partic- 
ularly appropriated names of places 
clear across the Eurasian continent, 
from Canton in China to Toledo and 
Cadiz in Spain. It is too late to start 
proceedings for this coming Christ- 
mas; but other incentives could be 
found and other dates. 


66 e ne on 99 
Let Nothing You Dismay 
Not War nor other Foes of Faith have Won 
By IVAN H. HAGEDORN, S.T.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Is rr a mockery that our world once again makes ready to celebrate 
the Feast of the Nativity? Of course, for us who have long been educated to 
Christmas, the mere suggestion of such a surrender fills us with a curious 
chilliness, a sense of dull fog. No Christmas! No carols! No Christmas 
story! What a ghastly thought! Surely the erasure from history, from art, 
from our own childhood memories and adult associations, any and all ref- 
erences to Christmas would send a shiver to our frames, as we would under- 
take to face an increasingly blackening world. 


But thanks be to God, this dismal 
picture need never be a reality. 
Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “The 
name of Jesus is not so much writ- 
ten, as it is’ plowed into the history 
of the world.” And far from being 
a mockery, Christmas this year is 
destined to drive a fuller measure of 
sanity into this world than ever be- 
fore. As was the case originally, the 
glorious Christmas message, “Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men,” will 
once again peal forth, not because 
it was descriptive of the situation, 
but rather as a cheering message of 
the heavenly Father to His children, 
despite the sorry plight of the world 
about them. 


HERODS, ANCIENT AND MODERN 


To those who would say this 
Christmas that Caesar is mocking 
Christ, I would without equivoca- 
tion declare that never before has 
Caesar been so finally judged and 
found so utterly lacking. When the 


close of the eighteenth century, the 
Sultan of Turkey visited Paris. See- 
ing a broken and disfigured statue of 
the Christ in front of an erstwhile 
cathedral, he sneeringly remarked, 
“Sire, your day is past.” Years after- 
ward, Thomas Carlyle was in Paris, 
and passing along the same boule- 
vard, he chanced to look upon the 
selfsame image of the Galilean 
Teacher. Addressing it with uncov- 
ered head, and in profound rever- 
ence, the great Scotchman ex- 
claimed, “Sire, your day is yet to 
come.” 
4s 


THE WORLD'S CONFUSION 


Do the chaos and disorder of our 
times mock Christ? Indeed not. It 
would be far truer to say that the 
chaos and disorder—far from dis- 
proving His words—serve but to ac- 
centuate them, I believe that it was 
Mark Twain who said, “Some men 
are so constituted that they can be- 
lieve everything except the Bible.” 


buzzing crowds brought the report ya Bible truth today lifts up its head. 


to that sovereign of the earth, rot- 
ting old Herod, that wise men had 
arrived in Jerusalem, seeking for the 
new-born King, he sent his hench- 
men to Bethlehem to stand with 
bloody swords at the threshold of the 
home of every new-born child. He 
was determined that the Bethlehem 
babe should not grow up. How futile 
his attempt! 

The Caesars whom Christ and His 
apostles knew were all alike, tyran- 
nical and unlovely men. Tiberius, 
Caligula, and Nero are names over 
which the gloomiest. shadows hang. 
Their names call forth only the 
ugliest associations. Christ still 
stands radiant and strong. He who 
was once the judged now passes 
judgment upon them all. Just after 
the French Revolution, near the 
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What has happened in our world is 
exactly what the Scriptures declared 
would happen, if mankind persisted 
in flaunting the laws of God. 

Two children were playing on a 
hillside, when they noticed that the 
hour was nearing sunset. One said, 
wonderingly, “See how far the sun 
has gone: a little while ago it was 
right over that tree, and now it is 
low in the sky.” “Only it isn’t the 
sun that moves, it’s the earth. You 
know father told us,” answered the 
other. The first one shook his head. 
The sun did move, for he had seen 
it, and the earth did not move, for 
he had been standing on it all the 
time. “I know what I see,” he said 
triumphantly. “And I believe father,” 
said his brother. So mankind divides 
still—some accepting only what their 


senses reveal to them, the others be- 
lieving the Word.of God. 


LIP ENEMIES 


There are doubtless those who, 
like the chief priests, scribes and 
Pharisees of old, would mock the 
Christ. As the Psalmist said, “They 
that see me, laugh me to scorn, They 
shoot out the lip.” And doubtless 
there are many who have been 
frightened by the terrifying words 
of such people. They have made our 
little universe to tremble. They have 
sent panic into our souls. 

In contrast to the mouthings of 


these caves-of-the-winds, there al- 


ways stands the eternal Christ, of 
whom it is said: “As a sheep be- 
fore his shearers is dumb, so he 
opened not his mouth.” Always, the 
men whose words have most burned 
into our consciences have spoken to 
us in deeds. Great orators doubtless 
have filled legislative halls with their 
stentorian voices as they delivered 
themselves of their burdensome ad- 
dresses on liberty, or union, or hon- 
est government. But recall the wis- 
dom of Doc Anklam: “When a man 
starts shoutin’ his good points from 
the house-tops, you’d better start 
lookin’ in his cellar.” 

Benjamin Franklin recalls in his 
autobiography that as a boy he was 
a good deal of a know-it-all. He ever 
found himself telling people where 
they were wrong and putting them 
right. Ever argumentative, he be- 
came quite unpopular. A kindly old 
Quaker told him that he would learn 
more if he would talk less and listen 
more. Franklin was big enough to 
take the hint, changed his tactics, 
and became a man of great influence. 


MIDAS-MINDED 


The market-place has also been 
fond of mocking Christ. The Lord 
of lords and King of kings. has been 
given very small corner in the stock 
exchange. Business men in their 
dealings have consulted Him very 
little. It has often been maintained 
that “business is business.” Usually 
this meant one thing—religion was 
for Sundays, but not for weekdays. 
The greed of men has obstructed the 
way to the manger. 

And now Jesus stands in judg- 
ment of the market-place. He had 
said, “Beware of covetousness.” 
Man disregarded that counsel. The 
consequence has been that the words 
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of the poet have proved all too true 
—“Getting and spending, we lay 
waste our powers.” We have and we 
have not. We have garnered, but the 
profit has been slender. The body 
has been fed and the spirit has been 
starved. God knocked on the door, 
like Joseph did on the inn door at 
Bethlehem; but the busy man had 
no room. How starkly clear are the 
words of Jesus: “Man cannot live by 
bread alone.” 


SCRIPT INTERPRETERS 


The Higher Critics too have had a 
great deal of sport in drawing a 
heavy pall over the works and words 
of Jesus. They hit out strong at the 
whole canon of Scripture. They suc- 


Py, 


4 


A Christmas Service in Zion Church, Sunbury, Pa. 


ceeded in this—they caused a great 
wave of doubt and unbelief to sweep 
over the world. And a global de- 
fiance of God has resulted in a holo- 
caust of hatred, bloodshed, and war 
for all the world. James Russell 
Lowell in The Bigelow Papers, says 
with truth, “You have to get up 
early if you want to get ahead of 
God.” 

The words of Jesus stand as a 
challenge to anyone who would try 
to prove them false. I am reminded 
of a story. A very learned judge at 
one town on his circuit invariably 
suffered from the sneering remarks 
of a conceited lawyer. When he was 
asked why he didn’t bear down upon 
the fellow, he answered with this 
story: “Up in my town lives a widow 
who has a dog. Whenever the moon 
shines the widow’s dog goes out and 
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barks at it all night.” The judge 
paused until he was asked, “Well, 
what about the dog and the moon?” 
The judge smiled and said, “Oh, the 
moon just kept on shining.” 

The disbelief of God’s Word in no 
wise affects the truth that it con- 
tains. The evangelist, William A. 
Sunday, once said with point, “A 
man is a fool who thinks that be- 
cause he does not believe in hell his 
opinion will shut the door and put 
out the fire.” 


PROGRESS AND INFLATION 


Many scientists, too, have made 
their jabs at religion. I am glad to 
say that usually it is only the cheaper 
order of that branch of learning 


which has attempted to invade the 
field of theology. But we all know 
that science made tremendous 
claims. And not without result; for 
many acclaimed it the saviour of the 
world, and bowed down at its altars. 

It must be confessed that astound- 
ing progress has been made by the 
scientific world. The last century 
was ushered in by the tallow candle 
and ushered out by electricity. It 
rode in on horseback and out in an 
aeroplane. It came in talking in the 
same fashion as the Neanderthal 
man, and went out using a micro- 
phone. It commenced with a quill 
pen and finished with a linotype. It 
began using hands for labor, and 
ended with the powers of the uni- 
verse harnessed. But if science has 
done nothing more than to bring 
man speed, multiply his powers of 


destruction, and increase his lux- 
uries, it has not been worth the price 
we paid for it. Nineteen hundred 
years ago Jesus said, “Man cannot 
live by bread alone.” These immor- 
tal words are a final rebuke to our 
modern world. 

We have advanced in material 
things, but in the high ranges of the 
human mind we have been woefully 
sterile. High poetry has been silent, 
art bizarre, and music imitative. In- 
creasingly, mankind grows alive to 
the fact that science alone is not 
eapable of producing a millenium. 
Scientific improvement does not in- 
sure spiritual improvement. And 
the world will never be safe until 
the mighty powers of science are 
controlled by men in whom the spirit 
of the Lord dwells. 


TIT FOR TAT PHILOSOPHY 


To many, doubtless the harsh, 
cruel world in which we live is 
openly mocking Christ’s teaching of 
love and good will. If this be true, 
it is because we during the past 
decades have pushed the program of 
Jesus aside, and insisted on being 
hard-boiled, non-idealistic, and 
sternly practical. Ours has been the 
attitude of “doing others before they 
had the chance to do us.” We no 
longer gave concern to the words: 
“Blessed is the nation whose God is 
the Lord.” We took farewell of the 
laws of Moses and the teachings of 
Jesus. And now we say that the 
world we have made is mocking 
Christ. No, that world is mocking us 
—mocking our silly, senseless, and 
satanic approach to the problems in 
our world. Who can dispute the wis- 
dom of the words of William Penn: 
“Men must be governed by God or 
they will be ruled by tyrants.” 

A young clergymen came home 
from the mission field to see his 
father. The World War was then at 
its height. Daily, trainloads of boys 
were leaving depots for embarkation 
points. Crowds were seeing them 
off. As the trains would pull out, 
voices grew hoarse with the cry, 
“Give ’em hell.” 

The young clergyman’s furlough 
over, father and son stood at a depot. 
Soon they must part. They joined 
hands in a strong handclasp, and 
looked deeply into one another’s 
eyes. The same cry, “Give ’em hell,” 
fell upon their ears as another train- 


(Continued on page 13) 


WASHINGTON AT CHRISTMAS 


Here searchlights meet starlight. 
Here the inns are crowded. Here 
gather the humble and the proud. 
Here are the tax collectors. Here are 


” wise men and the would-be wise. 


Here is the center of many a hope of 
this sad world. Yet the only lasting 
hope is not in marbled halls, but in 
a manger. Now, once again, the cap- 
itals, the war-fronts, the homes of 
the world must reckon with Him. 
May another Christmas find the 
searchlights stilled and the stars of 
peace alight over this and all the 
capitals of the world. A_ blessed 
Christmas to all! 


SENATOR BALL 


Tue youthful Senator Joseph H. 
Ball of Minnesota addressed Wash- 
ington clergymen on the problems of 
the post-war era. The Senator has 
done valiant service for our interna- 
tional planning, being one of the four 
Senators who stumped the country 
this past summer in the interest of a 
Senate resolution. Here are some of 
the dangers he sees to such participa- 
tion: 1. That too many citizens will 
suspect we are out to be Santa Claus 
to the world. 2. That this is just an- 
_ other war to preserve the empires 
and holdings of other nations. 3. 
That the “split-personality” of our 
foreign policy, requiring eye-to-eye 
action between the President and the 
Senate, will again find our efforts for 
world participation wrecked. Peace 
is never a completed picture which 
one can hang on a wall, asserted Sen- 
ator Ball. It is like housekeeping, 
the day-in, day-out business of work- 
ing at a job which is never com- 
pleted. 


WHAT SHALL WE TELL THEM? 


One of Washington’s pediatricians 
was confronted by a fond mother and 
child the other day. The mother 
proudly asked the child to tell what 
daddy was doing now. Responded 
the youngster, “He’s out killing the 
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Japs.” The pediatrician is concerned 
about the habits of thinking which 
are being built in that child and 
thousands like her. She thought the 
child should be told that daddy is 
at war, that Americans are killing 
Japs, and Japs are trying to kill 
Americans, and that she ought to 
grow up to be one of those who build 
a world where that can’t happen 
anywhere. “Unadulterated hate pro- 
duces warped minds,” says the doc- 
tor. Such are the problems of chil- 
dren who aren’t delinquent, but who 
need to be taught to think straight 
in order to build the future peace. 
What would you tell them? 


DAVID LAWRENCE 


Few American citizens, in our 
judgment, are rendering a ,public 
service comparable to the best col- 
umn writers. We don’t mean those 
who thrive on back-stairway gossip, 
but those with philosophies of gov- 
ernment who debate the issues of 
the hour with skill and high spirit, 
calling names only when really 
necessary. ... We mean writers like 
Walter Lippman, Arthur Krock, 
Robert Quillen, Dorothy Thompson, 
Raymond Clapper, Mark Sullivan 
and David Lawrence. ... We think 
they have left most editors of news- 
papers behind and are the chief 
moulders of public opinion. Re- 
ligious journalism should take its 
place in that company... . We have 
just had two hours of searching talk 
with David Lawrence. We came 
away with the feeling of a deep re- 
ligious experience in terms of the 
greatest human issues of the hour. 

. David Lawrence is a devout 
Christian, a real scholar, a vigorous 
writer. He certainly has our con- 
fidence and we nominate his paper, 
The United States News, as the 
country’s No. 1 magazine in its field. 


PRISON. TO ARMY 


‘Concressman Chester Gross of 
Pennsylvania has introduced a bill 


(HR 3202) to transfer some men | 
now in prison into the armed serv- | 
ices. Some statistics Mr. Gross uses — 
to support his bill are revealing... . — 
During the past year an average of | 
five men per week have been paroled — 
from the District of Columbia prison © 
and taken into the services.... Of | 
the total number under the care of 
the local Parole Board 400 are now 
in the Army. They have served a 
probationary period and only one 
has failed. He was guilty of imper- 
sonating an officer. ... A number of 
these parolees are sergeants and one 
was offered a commission but he de- 
clined... . There are now a total of 
18,000 from state prisons in the 
armed forces. Many have distin- 
guished themselves in action and one 
is a colonel. Their records show at 
least average regard for duty. 


THE NEW BISHOP 


THE choice of a Bishop for the 
Episcopal Diocese of Washington has 
been front page news for weeks. . : . 
A strong committee headed by Su- 
preme Court Justice Owen J. Rob- 
erts was appointed to canvass the 
whole church and make nominations. 
.... It named four. ... The recent 
convention elected Dr. Angus Dun 
of Boston, who at this writing has 
not accepted. The late Bishop Free- 
man laid out a pattern hard to fol- 
low. The qualifications proposed by 
a Washington newspaper man are 
worth pasting on the desk and mem- 
ory of every clergyman: spiritual 
leadership, intellectual vigor, social 
vision, pastoral effectiveness and ad- 
ministrative ability. At least Justice 
Roberts’ committee thought they 
found four men who had that. Dr. 
Dun is reported to possess. sound 
wisdom, salty Scotch humor, great 
patience, stalwart physical and intel- 
lectual fortitude. 


INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES 


in Cairo and Teheran may interfere 
with the President’s return to the 
White House in time for the usual 
Christmas celebrations. However, 
arrangements have been made to 
hold the Christmas service in the 
Washington Cathedral with the ex- 
pectation that Mr. Roosevelt can at- 
tend. The tradition is that following 
divine service the Chief Executive 
and his family shall have the day 
with no intrusion of business of 
state. 


The Lutheran 


For there is born to you this day 
in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. 

Luke 2: 11 


CurRENT news is flashed to listen- 
ers everywhere, whether it be by 
tom-tom or by radio. The interpreta- 
tion depends upon the commentator 
and the intelligence or mood of those 
who hear. From beyond Judea’s hills 
was flashed the startling news that 
at last the Messiah had come to the 
“city of David.” Angelic interpreters 
explained to listening shepherds in 
the stillness of that clear, receptive 
night that the One born at Bethle- 
hem was the Christ, “anointed” to be 
the world’s Saviour and Lord. As 
we listen to the Christmas story and 
music may we accept the interpreta- 
tion of God’s angels as their “good 
tidings” assures us of divine salva- 
tion and of the inpingement upon 
earth’s citizens of heaven’s peace and 
love. 


+ + + 


Lo, this is our God, we have 
waited for him—we will be glad and 
rejoice in his salvation. 

Isaiah 25: 9 


History is built around great lead- 
ers. They are partly products of 
their times, but more are they 
moulders of the destinies of them- 
selves and of those whom their wills 
direct. To such dominating per- 
sonalities the world looks for guid- 
ance. As the world looks trustingly 
or dubiously to its leaders in crucial 
times like these, so even more long- 
ingly mankind looked toward the ad- 
vent of a Messiah Who would de- 
liver humanity from the power as 
well as from the consequences of sin. 
Not with conquering armies, but in 
meek humility, came the Son of God 
as the Son of man to set men free. 
“We will be glad and rejoice in His 
salvation.” For “lo, this is our God” 
—this long-awaited Child of Beth- 
lehem, this Prince of Peace! 


+ + + 


And this is the sign unto you: Ye 
shall find a babe wrapped in swad- 
dling clothes, and lying in a manger. 

Luke 2: 12 
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Tue shepherds were given a very 
simple sign by which to identify the 
Messiah. “Swaddling clothes” would 
distinguish Him from ordinary roy- 
alty but would not mark Him as dif- 
ferent from other peasant babies of 
Judea. “A. manger” was more dis- 
tinctive; for what other child of his- 
tory has had so strange a bed! To all 
toilers and humble folk, the swad- 
dling clothes and manger are signs 
not only of the Christ-child’s human 
poverty but of His divine humility. 
He identifies Himself with humanity 
at its lowest levels that thence He 
might lift with Him all who enter 
with Him into the spirit of His lowly 
meekness. How significant that there 
was no room for Him and the hum- 
ble mother in Bethlehem’s inn and 
that He had to be born in a stable! 


+ + + 


For ye know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he 
was rich, yet for your sakes he be- 
came poor, that ye through his pov- 
erty might become rich. ° 


II Corinthians 8:9 


SomEonNE remarked that it is 
“characteristic of Americans to 
‘sripe’ about their country, its peo- 
ple, and the way it’s run” since free 
speech is “one of the privileges of 
democracy.” But when deprived on 
the battlefront of the good things at 
home they are the loudest in their 
praise of the American way. En- 
forced privation is a hard but often 
a beneficent teacher; voluntary self- 
denial for the good of others is more 
gracious, and it is the Master’s way. 
“Though He was rich, yet for your 
sakes He became poor, that ye 
through His poverty might become 
rich.” The true end of giving is the 
spiritual enrichment of both receiver 
and giver. So testifies the unselfish 
philanthropist and the Christian 
steward, who emulate God’s giving 
in love’s tangible expressions. 


«oP oe eeae » 
Thanks be unto God for his un- 
speakable gift. IJ Corinthians 9: 15 


Two marks of a Christian are giv- 
ing and forgiving. The supreme, the 
“unspeakable gift,” is God Himself 


By J. WILLIAM McCAULEY 


through Christ in the Incarnation. 
The infinite guarantee of forgiveness 
is God through Christ in the Atone- 
ment. From the beginning until the 
ending of His earthly career the Son 
of God gave Himself for others. 
Even on the cross, as someone ex- 
pressed it, “His crown of thorns hbe- 
came the most sacred of all dia- 
dems.” From one famed crown -of 
453 emeralds, weighing more than 
2,500 carats, worth $5,000 a carat, the 
precious stones were removed ‘and 
sold. But the crown of Christ at Cal- 
vary can never be destroyed or sold 
for money. Through faith it presages 
our own coronation with Him in 


glory. 
+ + + 


Looking for the blessed hope and 
appearing of the glory of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Titus 2: 13 


Eacu Christmas is a reminder of 
all the happy celebrations since 
earliest childhood and, back in the 
years, of that gladdest morning when 
came the holy Babe to Bethlehem. 
But with celebrations of Christ’s 
Advent in the Incarnation should 
come the joyful anticipation of His 
Second Advent. Angels shall then 
herald His descent from heaven “on 
a cloud, with power and great glory.” 
“Every eye shall see Him,” and great 
will be the jubilation when with the 
choirs celestial the hosts of the re- 
deemed, believing pilgrims and wise 
men of all ages, shall in the Church 
Triumphant gather about their Sav- 
iour and Lord. 


PRAYER 


We thank Thee, heavenly Father, 
for the unspeakable gift of Thy love 
in Jesus. As we kneel at the manger 
may it be to us as a footstool of 
prayer, where in childlike humility 
we confess our unworthiness and 
adore our ever-present Lord and Sav- 
iour. May Christ be born anew in 
our hearts and be enthroned as the 
King of our lives. In His dear name 
we ask it. Amen. 


AMONG OURSELVES 


ky Matgaret io g. Gevin 


INEVITABLE 


It might have sounded rather silly 
if they had sat there on the hillside 
thinking about it. If those shepherds 
who heard the angel song had let the 
beauty fade into nothingness, then 
pulled themselves back to everyday 
living with a jerk—they might have 
found that they had their hands full 
of impossibilities. 

They might have done just that. 
Most people would. They might have 
looked at one another as they sank 
down to the ground once more, or 
rose from their knees, wherever the 
glory had forced them. They might 
have said as the world of common 
sense came back into their eyes, 
“Peace on earth? But when? How?” 

And then they might have thrown 
more wood on the camp fire and set- 
tled down to talk it out. “Peace on 
earth.” What did it mean? Over- 
throw the armies of Rome? A right- 
eous rebellion against an unright- 
eous totalitarianism? Violently non- 
violent opposition to forces of “im- 
perialism”? How could it be accom- 
plished: this will of God which they 
had just received? Was it likely that 


humble folk like themselves could / é 


wield any influence upon the earth’s 
great ones? 

Little by little the vision would 
have faded as its absurdity became 
more obvious. It would take thou- 
sands of years to iron out the details, 
to show that might and right are not 
necessarily the same, to establish 
justice between the “haves” and the 
“have nots.” Perhaps they hadn’t 
heard correctly? 

It isn’t hard to see how the doubt 
might have crept into their eyes. If 
they had sat there in the quiet of the 
blue Judean night making plans and 
discussing possibilities, one shepherd 
might have put the doubt into words. 
“Perhaps we didn’t hear quite right? 
Are you all sure it was ‘this day’? 
Couldn’t it have been ‘some day’? 
To you will be born ‘some day’ a 
Saviour. Now that makes sense.” 
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That’s how it might have been, 
you know. They might have decided 
the whole thing was not a vision but 
a dream, and. they might have talked 
their dream into futility. They might 
never have started on the road to 
Bethlehem and seen the things that 
had come to pass. They might have 
stayed right where they were, look- 
ing after their sheep and being prac- 
tical. After all was said and done, 
their task in life was to keep watch 


over their sheep. No more could be 
expected of them. 

To many people, even those who 
call themselves “Christians,” the 
message still sounds absurd. They 


- are perfectly willing to listen to 


plans for peace, but they are pretty 
sure the plans won’t work. They’d 
really rather talk about something 
substantial, like world markets and 
the freedom of the air. Peace on 
earth and angel songs are very nice 
at Christmas. They make things sort 
of Christmasy, like paper streamers 
on New Year’s Eve. But real life— 
that’s different. 

Yet for all the horror of the pres- 


ent war, the things of which the 
angels sang are nearer than they 
were two thousand years ago. Hun- 
dreds, thousands of men and women 
are bending all their energies to 
making the dream come true. Mil- 
lions more are doing what they have 
to do and hoping things will “work 
out for the best.” They long for 
peace, even if they don’t know what 
to do about it. 

Many are searching in the wrong 
direction. That's been man’s way 
ever since the days of Adam. But 
others are turning toward a God 
who lives and breathes and dwells 
among us. 

The angels’ chorus was a hymn of 
victory—victory over sin and selfish- 
ness and strife, through a Saviour 
who is Christ the Lord. The sign of 
that victory, then and now, is a baby’ 
“wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying 
in a manger.” 

That victory. is closer now than it 
was then. Like everything God wills, 
it is inevitable. 


FOR WHOM? 


Curistmas is for the children. Or 
so we are told by lots of people who 
really should know better. 

Quite naturally, we do want the 
children to enjoy Christmas. They 
are. so easily pleased with all the 
baubles of the season. They long so 
desperately for certain gifts that they 
have seen in the stores. We want 
them to have the things that make 
them happy. 

Sometimes we concentrate so hard 
on gifts for the children that we for- 
get the needs of more mature mem- 
bers of the family. Desires that can 
be satisfied with a gift—simple or 
elaborate—are easier to comprehend 
than the half-formulated wishes of 
grownups. 

For there comes a time with most 


grownups when no present of a ma- . | 


terial sort will fill the need. That’s 
part of growing-up. The desire for 
things gives way to a desire for the 
intangibles of life. Love, understand- 
ing, sympathy, companionship— 
these money cannot buy. Only the 
tender heart can recognize the need 
for them; and only the open heart 
can offer them. 

Christmas is for children? Of 
course, but not for them only. It is 
made for everyone who needs, or 
can give, love. 


The Lutheran 


MUSINGS 


OF 


A MINISTER’S 


WIFE 


ALL THE OTHER THINGS =— The Lathrops Think About Christmas Happenings 


“Wat time is it, Mother? Isn’t it 
almost time for Joan to be home?” 
Poor Mark! His voice is still muffled 
with cold and he cannot pronounce 
the letter “m” to save his life. 

“Almost. Getting hungry?” 

“IT don’t think I'll ever be hungry 
again.” 

“That’s good news for the cook, 
but bad news for the nurse. Sure 
you’re not spoofing me? You sounded 
lively enough when you were talk- 


-ing on the phone to Tommy a while 


ago.” 

“You ought to hear him! Sounds 
like Mr. Evans playing the bass fid- 
dle when his bow squeaks. No use 
trying to tell me that I’d have missed 
this if I’d listened to you and taken 
a hot bath and gone to bed instead 
of going to Luther League. He did 
that, and:he’s as bad off as I am. So 
I’m glad I did what I should and gave 
my topic. I’d have had the cold just 
the same.” 

“Don’t sound so pious, young fel- 
ler, You can’t get away from the 
fact that if you’d both used a little 
sense and come home be- 
fore you were chilled 
through, you’d have 
avoided it. Now get that 
doll furniture you’re mak- 
ing for Joan out of the way 
before she comes. I don’t 
want any fussing of the 
kind we had yesterday.” 

“I didn’t mean to pinch 
her finger in the door. I 
guess I’ve said a dozen times 
I didn’t! But when is she 
going to learn that she can’t 
come in my room unless I 
say so? She just wants to 
hang around where I am 
every minute.” 

“Thats because she 
thinks you’re really pretty 
nice. She wouldn’t say so; 
but, that’s the real reason 
she sticks close to you.” 

“Then why won’t she 
listen to me when I tell her 
to scram?” 

“Perhaps because you 
say, ‘Scram,’ instead of 
telling her nicely that 
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you’re working on her present and 
want to keep it a secret. But I 
mustn’t stand here talking. Just re- 
member that it takes two to make a 
quarrel.” 

He began putting away the wood 
he was working on. His reluctance 
was more to maintain his own dig- 
nity than anything else. I smiled to 
myself as I went down the stairs. It 
might be easier to raise “rubber 
stamp” children, but it wouldn’t be 
half so interesting. 

I had a hot soup ready by the time 
the noon whistle blew. I hoped the 
concoction would tempt my invalid 
as well as warm up my school girl 
after her cold walk. Should I add a 
few Christmas cookies for dessert? 
I looked at the tall cans in the pan- 
try, but decided against it. I wouldn’t 
rush the season. 

I had locked the back door to keep 
the wind from blowing.it open. As I 
shot back the bolt and opened the 
door, Joan handed me her mittens 
and a holiday-wrapped package. 

“Don’t look!” She slammed the 


door behind her and seized the gift. 
Her mittens fell to the floor. I 
planted a kiss on her cold pink cheek 
as she rose from retrieving them. 
She tore off to her room without 
waiting to take off her snow-suit. 

“Call daddy and Mark as you come 
down. I’m putting lunch on the 
table.” 

It was Mark’s turn to ask the 
blessing; but by common consent we 
asked Joan to do it. None of us felt 
that his enunciation would add to the 
reverence of the act. 

“Did you finish my snowflake cos- 
tume?” asked Joan. 

“All finished. Took the last stitch 
at eleven-fifteen. Do you want to 
take it to school this afternoon or 
wait till tomorrow morning?” 

“This afternoon. Tomorrow is the 
play, so the teacher wants us all to 
bring our costumes today.” 

“Some play, I’ll bet,” Mark gibed. 

“Tt’s a good play. Sammy French 
is Santa Claus; and is he funny!” 

“Are all the classes in it?” 

“Of course they are. You’d have 
been one of the snowmen if 
you’d been there.” 

“Who’s going to be the 
audience then?” 

“Our parents are all in- 
vited, silly!” 

I must have looked as 


blank as I felt. Jerry 
chuckled. ‘This the first 
you'd heard of it?” 

“Tt certainly is. Joan, 


why on earth didn’t you 
tell me before?” 

“T thought you knew. 
When we’re having cos- 
tumes and everything, we 
want our mothers to come. 
Most of the fathers can’t 
come, because they work. 
Oh, you know what I mean, 
work where they have to be 
there at a certain time and 
everything.” We've teased 
her before about implying 
that her father didn’t work 
because he doesn’t punch a 
time clock. “You are com- 
ing, aren’t you, Mother? 

(Continued on page 13) 


A HERO’S CHRISTMAS 


Yes, she was a hero in the true 
sense of the word. Had she not given 
up her beloved son, her only pre- 
cious one, to her country without a 
murmur? Had she not been living 
all alone now for over a year? Yes 
indeed, she had kept up her small 
New England farm the best she 
could; she had lived very econom- 
ically so as to put all she could pos- 
sibly spare into war bonds; she had 
kept Bob’s room in tip-top shape so 
that it would always be ready and 
cozy for him if and when he might 
return home again. 

He had always been partial to 
blue, so she tried to have blue flow- 
ers as often as possible in a small 
golden vase that she had given him 
many years ago on his birthday. 
Once when he was a small boy he 
had said the blue flowers always 
reminded him of “mommy’s eyes.” 


It was now Christmas Eve. All 
the world was lying silent, breath- 
less, waiting for that hour which 
would tell that Christmas had really 
arrived. All the rushing, the noise, 
the hurrying and excitement were 
past. All the gifts were bought; all 
preparations finished. The last song 
and recitation had been practiced; 
pantry shelves were overflowing 
with good things to eat; trees were 
decorated and standing in thousands 
of homes loaded with gifts and 
sparkling with beauty. The weary 


store clerks, to whom the weeks be-. 


fore Christmas meant long, hard 
hours of serving and much patience, 
had sold their last articles. It was 
all past. The gay, laughing, jostling, 
almost maddening crowd had dis- 
persed to its homes, and all was 
peaceful, tranquil and quiet. 

Even nature seemed resting and 


waiting. She had finished her task.. 


Every tree, shrub, bush and _ leaf 
were beautifully coated with a fresh 
layer of snow making all clean and 
pure. 

Yes, it was Christmas Eve. And 
such a perfect setting! Just such a 
night it must have been when the 
Son of God came to earth as a sweet 
Babe to dwell among men. 

This hero mother walked slowly 
through the rooms of her small 
home. She had been widowed many 
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years ago, and she and Bobby had 
been inseparable. She had no other 
close kin and was perfectly satisfied 
to be alone. She noted every detail, 
she wanted. nothing left undone be- 
fore the darkness came. 

A tiny tree stood on a table dec- 
orated with the old, familiar things 
that were brought out of their tis- 
sue paper wrappings every Christ- 
mas and afterwards as carefully laid 
away again. She stood before it test- 
ing the lights and lovingly admiring 
every bauble. The little gold swan 
that had lost its head many years 


ago, but which Bobby would not 
throw away; the tiny bugle that he 
had to blow each time, and then 
both of them would laugh; the large 
silver ball with “Merry Christmas” 
on it. And she trimmed it as they 
had always done together; that is, 
the last piece to go on the tree was 
on the highest tip, a lovely, spark- 
ling, white angel with wings and 
arms outstretched. And a blue light 
had to be fastened behind it. 

All that was, done. True, there 
were no gifts under the tree; but 
what difference did that make? She 
opened her worn Bible to the Christ- 
mas story and laid it under the tree, 
and with a few sprays of holly it 
looked simple but lovely. 

Next she turned to the window. 
In the center on a white background 
was a single blue star, “her Bobby” 
as she called it. Around it was a 
wreath of holly her loving hands had 
fashioned. Also to one side on the 
window sill stood an old-fashioned 
copper candle-holder with a tall red 
candle in it waiting to be lighted. 


Every Christmas Eve this dear 
mother had a candle burning in her 
window and this year would be no 
exception. 

She went into the kitchen to fill 
the stove with wood and made a lit- 
tle pot of tea. No lavish dinner 
preparations had been made, al- 
though there was a lingering sweet- 
ness from the mince pie made earlier 
in the day. 


After her simple meal, she again 
went into the living room and lighted 
the candle in the window. How 
bright and friendly it looked as it 
shone out into the darkness! She 
turned on the tree lights and then 
sat down in front of the window. The 
colored lights were reflected in the 
glass, and beyond she could see the 
pure white snow. How lovely all 
was; and how good God was to give 
so much beauty! But oh, the awful 
blot of war on the world and on our 
lives! If only again the angels might 
appear and say, “Peace on earth!” 

She thought of Bob “somewhere” 
in the great world. Did he know it 
was Christmas Eve? Had, he been 
able to attend a service? Was he 
well? Was he longing to be with 
her? She sat there thinking of past 
Christmases and hoping and silently 
praying that future ones might be 
more peaceful and happy. 

Gazing out at the brilliant moon- 
light she was shocked to notice a 
face at the window looking in at her 
and at the tree. As she started to 
rise to go to the door it suddenly 
burst open, and before she knew 
what was taking place, strong, young 
arms were thrown around her and 
Bobby was pressing her to his heart. 

“Mother, precious Mother, you— 
the tree—the candle; just like I’ve 
seen it thousands of times in my 
dreams! Oh, Mother, I’m home, 
home! Merry Christmas!” 

“Son, son, dear Bobby!” she ex- 
claimed breathlessly. “What is this? 
I am all bewildered. I thought you 
were thousands of miles away, and 
here you are in our own little home. 
Oh, it is too good to be true.” And 
all the months of loneliness, the days 
of despair when no letters came, 
were suddenly unloosed in a flood 
of tears. Wiping them gently from’ 
her cheeks, Bob explained that at 
the last moment he had been granted 
a furlough and had flown home, and 
“Here I am,” he finished laughing. 

What a transformation took place! 
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The dear little mother was beaming 
and smiling, although her eyes were 
still wet with tears. The rooms were 
lighted and she bustled into the 
kitchen to get her beloved son a 
warm and tasty meal. 

Bob followed her and, as she 
busied herself, he sat and half talked 
to himself. “Yes, this is worth fight- 
ing for; the old kitchen stove send- 
ing out warmth, the kettle singing 
and steaming, the braided rug on the 
floor, the frilly curtains at the win- 
dow and the smell of good food; for 
all this spells HOME. Yes, this is 
worth fighting to preserve and to 
come back to.” 

“What did you say, son?” asked 
his mother. 

“Nothing, dear,” he answered 
laughing. “Guess I was talking to 
myself. I do that quite a lot now.” 

Later on as they sat hand in hand 
before the little Christmas tree try- 
ing its best to send out cheer and 
brightness, this brave mother turned 
to Bob and said softly, “Dear son, 
keep up your courage and faith, and 
some day we will hear again, “Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men.” 

“Yes,” he said, “some day there 
will be PEACE.” 


All the Other Things 


(Continued from page 11) 


You’ve just got to come!” 

“But why on earth didn’t you tell 
me before? I’ve a thousand things 
to do tomorrow. It’s getting so close 
to Christmas I don’t see how I can 
take another morning off after 
spending this one on your costume.” 

“Tt?s not tomorrow morning. It’s 
in the afternoon! You can work all 
morning and still come to see it. “Her 
look was so triumphantly joyous I 
couldn’t disappoint her. 

“All right, snowflake. I'll manage.” 

“T knew you would!” 

For a minute I didn’t know 
whether to be annoyed or pleased 
that she should be so sure of me. 
Jerry settled it for me by grinning 
approvingly in my direction. I be- 
gan to sit a little straighter. 

“And, Mother, all your little Sun- 
day school children will be there, 
because the kindergarten children 
are the elves.” 

“Elves, snowflakes, snowmen— 
what sort of play is this?” her father 
inquired. 
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The Church Pensions Conference 


DECEMBER 1 and 2 there was held 
in New York City the annual meet- 
ing of the Church Pensions Confer- 
ence, which is composed of the Pen- 
sion Boards of twenty-one Protestant 
communions, five Lutheran bodies, 
the Y. M. C. A. and the Y. W.:C. A. 

The Executive Secretary of the 
Northern Baptist Board is the pres- 
ident; the Executive Secretary of the 
Methodist Board is the vice-pres- 
ident; the writer is the secretary and 
treasurer. The first two offices are 
changed annually, the writer has 
held office for twelve years. 

This year’s conference was the 
twenty-ninth. 

Reports revealed that the total 
invested funds amounted to 
$222.488,816 with a return of 
$7,819,628. The total income of the 
boards amounted to $21,564,338. 

There are 42,730 beneficiaries re- 
ceiving $13,767,058 annually. 

The writer caused consternation in 
the conference when he stated that 
we had continued our non-contrib- 
utory pension plan in spite of the fact 
that we had introduced a contribu- 
tory plan, and that there was under 
consideration the socializing of the 


“A Christmas play, of course. It 
doesn’t have anything about Jesus in 
it, but it has all the other things 
about Christmas.” 

After Joan had started back to 
school, carrying the precious snow- 
flake costume, Jerry shook his head 
ruefully. “Yes, that play certainly 
has ‘all the other things about Christ- 
mas’ in’ it.” 

“That's all right, Dad.” For a 
minute we were startled to realize 
that Mark was still there. We are 
so used to having the house to our- 
selves after lunch that we had al- 
most forgotten him. “She gets 
enough of the real story at home.” 

Jerry quirked an eyebrow but an- 
swered seriously, “I think so, too, 
she gets enough of the real thing at 
home to counteract outside influ- 
ences. If we seem ‘one-sided’ here, 
it is because we know you are both 
getting a different picture in school 
and elsewhere. No, I wasn’t worry- 
ing about Joan. I was thinking of the 
children who get nothing at home 
but the same sort of fairy tales.” 


By HARRY HODGES 


congregation’s contributions. The 
conference was unanimous in the 
opinion that these two _ positions 
would make it practically impossible 
to sell the contributory plan. 

The writer hopes that the friends 
of these two positions will rally to 
his support before the next conven- 
tion of the United Lutheran Church, 
if our plans are to prevail. At this 
writing but 190 pastors and congre- 
gations have signified their intention 
of affiliating with the contributory 
plan. 

Three announcements made at the 
conference will doubtless prove in- 
teresting to our readers: 

1. The Government looks upon 
church activities as essential activ- 
ities as far as employees are con- 
cerned. 

2. Religious and charitable or- 
ganizations are privileged to make, 
salary adjustments without consult- 
ing the War Labor Board. 

3. The Wagner-Dingle Bill relative 
to the inclusion. of lay employees of 
non-profit organizations in the Fed- 
eral Social Security Plan is still 
shelved in committee, where it is 
likely to remain for the duration. 


“Let Nothing You Dismay” 


(Continued from page 7) 


load of boys was pulling out. Look- 
ing fondly at his boy, soon to leave 
his side, to take up once more his 
post on the mission field, the old 
father murmured, “Give ’em Christ, 
lad, give ’em Christ.” 

If we had really thrown our all 
into giving Christ to the world dur- 
ing the last quarter of a century, I 
am confident our eyes would look 
out today upon a brighter world. 

Christmas reveals to us the real 
world, the world that God would 
have us know. It is a world of love, 
and truth, and beauty. As Dr. Fred-: 
erick Griffin once said, “Christmas 
is not an illusion, It is an awaken- 
ing to a real world.” Shall we give 
up Christmas, then, this year, or any 
year? Indeed not. We need to see 
the world which God in His love 
would have us know, and which 
would be ours to enjoy forever if 
only we would let Him have His way. 
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Leross the Vos 


We have listened to radio pro- 
grams for a time sufficiently long to 
act promptly in favor of likes and 
dislikes. Tuning in and tuning out 
are simple and brief processes. But 
occasionally the continuance of ap- 
preciation exposes one to a rude 
shock. A physical equivalent would 
be the sudden stop of a moving train 
or the shift from hot to cold under a 
shower. 

Imagine, for example, the finale of 
Brahms’ Second Symphony as 
played by a great American orches- 
tra whose conductor is very properly 
titled maestro. Emotions are easily 
communicated, and the “unseen au- 
dience,” as radio listeners are often 
called, joins gratefully though in- 
audibly with the prolonged applause 
that expresses the appreciation of a 
crowded auditorium. Then like a 
dash of ice water the listener hears: 
“T like candy-coated chewing gum”; 
or, “Try Dr. L’s tooth powder”; or, 
“Buy so and so’s watch, but buy a 
war bond first.” 

So far as we know, the articles of 
commerce announced in “spots” on 
broadcasting schedules are all their 
sponsors claim for them. We are 
properly appreciative that America’s 


sin sure to bring divine punishment 
upon whoever is responsible. The 
list of those with whom their Father 
in heaven will enter into judgment 
both now and also at the last day 
begins with parents and sponsors, 
includes older brothers and sisters if 
such are in the family, and thence 
extends into the community, the 
church and the state. 

A basic priority for “these little 
ones” is their right to play. Toys, 
pictures, and forms of “make be- 
lieve” stories told them are means to 
happiness during the portion of an 
earthly life when cares are not yet 
responsibilities. Wisely chosen games 


and attention to youngsters by eld- 


ers are some of the blessed privileges 
of matured persons: at the same 
time, those still responsive to the in- 
terest and attention of their ¢lders 
are getting ready to travel their own 
way of life. A learned judge some 
years ago explained the moral de- 
generation of youth groups in his 
city by declaring, “These young 
criminals in their earlier years were 
not provided with forms of play.” 
And in the larger spheres of hu- 
man endeavor, the place given the 
child and the privileges for his de- 


radio industry gives an unparalleled “velopment which we individuals 


amount of entertainment, informa- 
tion and worthy propagation for 
which advertisers pay. But could not 
congruity and commerce be less 
shockingly adjusted to each other? 


THE CHILD AND HIS MAKER 


AGREEING that you must be told in 
order to discern any sequence, we 
explain that the selections for this 
issue of page one’s picture and page 
three’s graphic editorial have a def- 
inite purpose. We desire to inject 
into the Christmas thinking and 
practises of our readers the convic- 
tion that children—that is, babies, 
indeed infants—have a high valua- 
tion in every sphere of our social 
economy. They have a standing in 
the sight of God which makes their 
mistreatment a major crime and a 
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must combine to provide, are what 
determines the right of a community 
to survive. Practical proofs of this 
assertion are numerous, especially in 
large cities, sections of which have 
acquired an unsavory reputation, 
and such titles‘as slums and red 
light districts. It has been dem- 
onstrated that adequate sanitary, 
cultural and economic provisions for 
the children of a slumping neighbor- 
hood will either arrest its downward 
trends or cause its abandonment. 

In the national economy a terrible 
mistake is made when the children 
are the victims of a false scheme of 
social order, which deprives them of 
the rights of youth in the interest of 
some theory of government. This 
happens when they are exploited by 
an abuse of their simple faith in 


goodness and in God. Those who take 
advantage of their inborn capacity 
for trusting their elders will sooner 
or later find themselves opposed by 
the might of God. The structure of 
government that is built by a be- 
trayal of youth may seem to prosper. 
Defended by armies and navies, such 
a state can expand its boundaries 
and seem for a time to be invincible. 
But sooner or later it must change, 
or it will disintegrate or be crushed. 
Man’s Creator will not long permit 
such defiance of His will for little 
ones, 

When God sent the Only Begotten 
as the Babe at Bethlehem, He did 
more than mark a center in human 
history. He demonstrated His val- 
uation of a child. And when the cries 
of sick and impoverished families 
are heard, they respond who love 
our Lord and remember the ministry 
He accepted in Bethlehem of Judea. 


"TOO FEW BOTTLES" 


Ir we have at times in the past 
found our estimate of human selfish- 
ness disturbingly high and the esti- 
mate of good will discouragingly low, 
the present willingness to give pri- 
orities to those in the nation’s armed 
services is a powerful restorative. 
There is an enthusiasm for forms of 
self-denial that is not widespread 
when living is easy. When before in 
recent years did all sorts and condi- 
tions of folk accept strict rationing, 
high taxes, inconvenient self-trans- 
port of packages and restraint of 
travel? And if anyone thinks the at- 
titude insincere, let him express such 
ideas in a store or before any group 
of fellow citizens. He-will speedily 
be rebuked as well as corrected. 

Oddly enough, we have one enter- 
prise which is a hotbed of com- 
plaints, but it has not found occasion 
to gripe about priorities for the folk 
in uniform. Our reference is to the 
liquor business: at least, the branch 
of it that handles distilled alcoholic 
beverages. For these in army life— 
and especially in combat assignments 
—there is no place. The require- 
ments for balanced judgment in 
handling the complicated mechan- 
isms used by Uncle Sam’s fighting 
forces can be satisfied with nothing 
less than the complete prohibition of 
intoxicants. The very thought of 
what would occur with even the 
slightest disturbance of quick and 
sure mental co-ordinations on ships, 
planes, batteries and strategies of 
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attack justify the absolute military 
taboo on alcoholic beverages. 

What, then, has caused the liquor 
shortage about which so much ex- 
citement is reported? In the public 
eye the first evidence was the rush of 
retail dealers to serve their impa- 
tient customers. Now, according to 
the newspapers in our part of the 
world, state regulations, misjudg- 
ment by distillers, and transportation 
bottlenecks are blamed. Probably 
the truth is that more consumers 
used more than was anticipated by 
those who thought they knew the 
amount needed, but guessed too lit- 
tle. Now the old evils have reap- 
peared, bootlegging, highjacking and 
the like. 

One ingenious analyst has dis- 
cerned an alibi. It is more than a 
bottleneck: the whole bottle is in- 
volved. The reduction of the stream 
to a mere trickle is due to the lack 
of bottles. It seems that high power 
potables cannot be drawn from kegs, 
barrels, tuns nor even buckets. The 
link from the government’s storage 
house to the warehouse, or the 
wholesaler to the consumer is the 
glass bottle: the non-returnable, un- 
refillable, glass receptacle in sizes not 
exceeding one gallon. And even 
though the raw material for a glass 
bottle is mere sand of which as a 
commercial’ commodity there is 
plenty, nevertheless there are not 
enough bottles. 

Sad, isn’t it? 


ADJUSTMENTS OF 
DIFFERENCES 

Amonc the “detours in thinking” 
which are seen in the press and radio 
reports of the Moscow, Cairo, and 
Teheran conferences, are those that 
appraise adjustments among the four 
participants. Repeated references are 
made to the diplomatic fact that 
Russia and Japan are technically not 
at war with each other. Therefore 
separate meetings were held to avoid 
possible embarrassment from this 
situation. Enough has leaked out 
from the Moscow meeting to indi- 
cate that sensitiveness about Com- 
munism and its attitude toward 
atheism were not formally discussed 
by Secretaries Hull, Eden and 
Molotov. 

To the requirements of winning 
the war something closely resem- 
bling unconditional surrender has 
been given. Achievement of victory 
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over the Axis powers, and thereby 
preservation of the basic principles 
of popular government, are the pri- 
mary objectives of the Allied na- 
tions. Differences of race and re- 
ligion and different methods of civil 
management yield priority to what 
are deemed the demands of self- 
preservation. Separative attributes 
continue to exist, but the magnitude 
of the job the Allied nations have 
undertaken to perform against dic- 
tatorship makes everything else of 
minor importance. 

The grasp and grip of this adjust- 
ment to war purposes is so nearly 
world-wide as to incite at first a 
feeling of awe. When in the past was 
there an “emergency” to which hu- 
manity has sacrificed itself so com- 
pletely and determinedly? Never 
before have so large drafts been 
made on the world’s resources of 
material and manpower. It took 
something of world proportions to 
incite mankind to such unimaginable 
productiveness. But even more un- 
paralleled is routing every major in- 
terest to our future over a single- 
track purpose, on which Allies and 


Axis race violently toward each 


other, ready for the collision sure to 
be injurious to both and fatal to the 
Axis ideology. 


The church’s members are in this 
conflict to an extent that is the equiv- 
alent. of a united endeavor. With 
the ministries of Christian faith and 
fellowship they follow their men and 
women clear up to the line of battle. 
We are having a practical demon- 
stration of the kind of partnership 
that results when the same task re- 
quires “efforts” at the same time in 
the same general direction. We are 
witnessing a phenomenon that is 
suggestive of Pentecost, only it is a 
secular job to which religion and pa- 
triotism direct us and in which the 
same call is heard by Protestants, 
Jews, and Catholics, Lutherans, Bap- 
tists, Methodists, and even Mormons 
and Unitarians. Similarly, “Par- 
thians, Medes, Elamites” and the 
other groups named by St. Luke 
heard the same message “each in his 
own language.” It was in their re- 
sponses that agreements occurred. 

But as each retained distinctions 
of race, dwelling place, and forms of 
worship, yet accomplished a share 
of the whole task simultaneously 
with other workers, so «Christianity 
might learn forms of co-operation 
which permits freedom both of par- 
ticipation in the common task and 
in the retention of distinctive convic- 
tions. 


ON SUCH A NIGHT 


By SARA ROBERTS GETTY 


On such a night, long centuries ago, 
At Bethlehem, amid the noise and din 
Of jostling crowds that hurried to and fro, 
Two were denied the shelter of the inn. 
None knew the miracle that would befall, 
Though seers made haste to where a star shone bright 
In solemn benediction o’er the stall, 
And the astounding drama of that night. 


wy No press sent out the thrilling news release, 
> () — As Mary, lambent-eyed, her pain forgot, 
ARAN Held in her arms the little Prince of Peace. 


Somerset, Pa. 


O, warring nations, cease! ’Tis Christmas morn! 
On such a night the King of kings was born. 


A story broke, though nations knew it not! 
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~ TO OUR MEN AND WOMEN 
IN SERVICE: 


] Christmas tells us again of the Son Who in 

great service for us all went far away from 

home, but always knew Himself to be united 

with His Father. Your Church thinks similarly 

of you. We are steadily with you, trusting you 

to become stronger Christians through every 

experience of yours, and holding you in our 

changeless prayers up to the face of our Lord. 

We ask you to keep yourself daily at one 

kkk with us and to pray for us that while you are 

away your Church also may gain a stronger 
Christian life. With the love of Christmas, 


F. H. KNUBEL, President 
United Lutheran Church. 


A SOLDIER’S PRAYER Church Call on 


On a world torn by war and not Board Ship 
deserving of Thy blessing, we 
humbly ask Thy mercy. 

Grant that the power of the 
United Nations may quickly over- 
throw the power of the Axis, with 
as little cost of life and property 
as possible; banish barbarism 
from the earth; and build a new 
and better world than we have 
ever known. 

Give us, our Allies, and peoples 
of the conquered nations courage, 
strength, and speedy victory, and 
the bravery to use that victory 
for the common good of all man- 
kind. 

Be with those whom we have 
left at home. Let this separation 
not truly separate us; but let them 
and us face every day with eyes 
clear, chins up, and hearts beating 
in unison. 

These things we ask in the 
name of the Prince of Peace. 


Prc. WILLIAM Prrry. 


(Above) 
Men at Service 
in a 
Naval Station 


(Left)’ 
Sunday Morning 
in New 


Zealand 


Official U. S. Navy 
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to Men and Women Who are Serving in the 
Armed Forces of Their Country 


FOR THOSE WHO SERVE 


By LutHer S. STRALEY 


O God, our Father, in Thy care, . 

We trust our loved ones brave and fair, 
Who from our homes and church have gone 
To do their part to right the wrong. 

O hear us when we pray to Thee 

For those who serve to keep us free. 


O God, our Saviour, grant them grace, 
Trials and dangers calm to face, 

And with Thy great redeeming love, 
Look down upon them from above. 

O hear us when we pray to Thee 


“UNTO YOU IS BORN 
THIS DAY A SAVIOUR” 


To all our men and women serv- 


For those who serve to keep us free. Our Women Also Serve 


ing under the colors at home and 
abroad, heartiest greetings for a joy- 
ous Christmas and a blessed New 
Year. May the knowledge that Jesus 
is born to be our Saviour fill your 
heart with true joy this Christmas. 
May the New Year bring His peace 
and good will to you and all man- 
kind. No matter where you are or 
what your experience may be, your 
Church will not cease praying that 
He will be with you. 


RALPH H. LONG, 
Executive Director, 


National Lutheran Council. 
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Official Photograph by U. S. Army Air Corps 
With the Air Corps at Worship in Chapel 


O Holy Spirit, with Thy Power, 
Sustain them in the needful hour, 
And with Thy seven-fold gifts impart, 
Thy Holy Comfort to each heart. 

O hear us when we pray to Thee 

For those who serve to keep us free. 


O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

Be Thou the Strength of freedom’s host, 
And hear our prayer for those so dear 
Who prayed and worshiped with us here. 
O may they always trust in Thee 

On land, in air, and on the sea. Amen. 
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A Tank Becomes a Choir Loft in Tunisia 
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THE CHURCH 


SCHOOL 


LESSON 


REVELATION OF GOD'S GOOD WILL 4y “#2 7% Melhor 


St. Mark's Narrative of the Mission and Messages of Jesus 


Adult Sunday School Lesson January 2, 1944, Mark I: 1-22 


Because many Sunday school teachers make use of this page of THE 
LUTHERAN in preparing to instruct their classes, the Scripture text for the 
“Sunday after the next one” is presented by the writer of this page. Eleven 
days is thereby added to the date of issue with the result that under date 
of December 22, the Bible excerpts chosen for Sunday, January 2, are 
under examination. It thus results that we are dealing with the first quarter 
of 1944, although the year 1943 is not yet completed. 

It will be helpful to look ahead, first 
at the program of the year of which 
January 2 is the first Sunday and also 
at the scheme of subjects which will be 
considered in 1944’s first quarter. There 
are premeditated connections in the 
series of topics, first for the four quar- 
ters of the year, and second within the 
schedule of subjects for Sundays within 
each quarter. Also the lessons for the 
year just closing had a purpose that is 
not completely irrelevant to that of the 
approaching twelve months. The fact 
is, that there is a cycle of from five to 
seven years in the selection of Scrip- 
ture and topics for these Sunday school 
studies. The wise Bible student does 
not overlook the steady flow in the 
course of instruction in our church 
schools. The criticism is often heard 
that only portions of revelation are ex- 
amined by students under instruction 
of the church school. This need not be 
taken too literally. On the contrary, a 
fairly adequate survey of the principal 
events in the relation of God to His Furthermore, it has authority. It is 
creature man can be conveyed to those expressive of nothing less than the will 
who for several years are regular and ,f God, which was committed to the 
interested pupils and teachers in our (Peon of God for delivery to those whom 
Sunday schools. it concerned, and with the intention on 
the part of God that His glory should 
be served when saving faith was en- 
gendered. 

St. Mark not only stated the origin 
and authority of the messages of Jesus, 
but he provided means to identify Him. 
He quoted ancient prophecy, words that 
fell from the lips of the beloved and 
believed Isaiah. And, having cited that 
ancient forecast of the coming of the 
Messiah, the evangelist next described 
the messages and acts of that prophet 
who immediately preceded the incarna- 
tion of the Christ, namely, John the 
Baptist. 


evangelists, there were the experiences 
which they had when they told the 
things which each had seen and heard. 
There was finally the accompanying 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, by which 
they were protected against errors. 

The opening statement of Mark’s gos- 
pel is significant. It reads, “The begin- 
ning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God.” The word “gospel,” from 
whose Greek form we have the rarely 
used English word “evangel,” and the 
very common adjectives “evangelistic” 
and “evangelical,” can be said to mean 
“good tidings.” Undoubtedly Jesus 
Himself so presented the revelatibns of 
the Father’s good and gracious will as 
to leave no uncertainty as to its char- 
acter. The words of Jesus to the world 
are a good and gracious disclosure of 
the will of God for his sin-gripped 
creatures. 


The Quality of Authority 


Important Definitions 


It must be remembered that St. Mark, 
and for that matter the other three 
evangelists, did not write their Gospels 
until a score and more of years had 
elapsed after Pentecost. They had be- 
tween writing and their contacts with 
our Lord in the flesh the period of time 
in which they spoke what He bade them 
speak, having sent them into the world 
to declare His gospel. It is not meant 
by this remark that the teachings of 
our Lord were obscured by the passage 
of time. There was, in the first place, 
the exceedingly definite impressions 
that were made upon all who heard him 
by his manner of speech. “He spoke as 
one having authority and not as the 
scribes,” it is reported. But on the 
other hand, in the selection of material 
for the gospels by Mark and the other 3% 25,fte Beginning. ao 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
December 27, 1943, to January 2, 1944 
The Beginning of the Gospel. Mark 1: 1-8. 
Beginnings in Judea. : 9-13. 
Galilee. Mark as 14-22. 

Samaritans. John mater? 


-5. 
I John 5: 1-5. 


It is interesting to observe what one 
might call the two-way look on the part 
of St. Mark in connection with his ref- 
erences to John the Baptist. He first 
announced that John the Baptist is he 
of whom Isaiah wrote, then he quoted 
John the Baptist’s declaration, “I am 
not the Christ. There cometh one 
mightier than I after me. .. . He shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost.” Then 
Mark recorded the Baptist’s direct nar- 
ration concerning Jesus. He came to 
John in order to submit himself to 
John’s baptism. It was in connection 
with this act of obedience that the voice 
from heaven testified saying, “Thou art 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.” 


Tempted as Are Others 


St. Mark also put into his record the 
experience of Jesus, who was in the 
wilderness forty days and tempted of 
Satan. It can be observed that the mis- 
sion of Jesus was vicarious; that is, He 
put Himself in place of those who had 
been captured by sin. The manner in 
which He provided atonement for the 
world is correctly called substitutionary. 
All that falls to the lot of man in the 
form of temptations came to him to a 
degree sufficient, when his infinite ca- 
pacity is taken into consideration, to 
make Him in fact representative. He 
dealt with what one might call the 
three spheres of human experiences, of 
which the first is the regime that can 
be said to belong to spiritual beings. 
The encounter with Satan is no more 
and no less than an intensification of 
the experience encountered by all hu- 
man beings with the prince of evil. 
In addition to these spiritual experi- 
ences, He had contacts by proxy, and 
also literally with hunger, thirst, fatigue, 
suffering, persecution, and death. The 
careful student of the Gospels has 
abundant reason to conclude that no 
temptation has fallen upon man which 
is unknown in kind to the Son of God, 


and to which he did not submit himself. * 


It was after Jesus had returned to 
direct contacts with people that He 
summoned men to be His disciples. In 
brief but comprehensive references, 
Mark described the summons to Simon 
and Andrew, later to James and John, 
finally to the remainder of the twelve. 
The conclusion of that narrative is 
placed in Capernaum, to which they 
went on the Sabbath day. It was there 
that the convincing character of the 


teaching of Jesus was experienced. 


teers busy ee His ministry of love will 
next be presented.] 


The Lutheran 


THE YOUNG 


PEOPLE 


; ky Amos Gohn Teaver 
CHRIST Fl RST = Philippians 3: 7-14 


THE great majority of our young peo- 
ple are serving the nation either in 
uniform or in some type of defense 
work. As a result, the attendance at 
our Young People’s Luther League de- 
votionals is seriously affected. The age 
group from fifteen to seventeen is with 
us, and emphasis in League work 
should be placed there. It has been 
thought advisable by the editorial man- 
agement of THe LUTHERAN and by the 
officers of the Luther League of Amer- 
ica that treatment be given on this page 
to Senior instead of Young People’s 
topics. All Leagues where there is a 
large proportion of attendance under 
eighteen will do well to follow this 
series. ; 


“Christ All in All, or Not at All,” 
was the slogan of the Salisbury, N. C., 
convention of the Luther League of 
America. It is a high-sounding slogan 
but rolls off the lips with ease. Its im- 
plications are not so easily passed over. 
Read what Paul has to say in our les- 
son from Philippians. How do you 
stand by a test like that? We easily 
admit that Christ ought to be first in 
the heart of a Christian. But do we also 
really believe that He cannot find some 
place in our lives even though He is 
not first? Do we need to be so drastic 
about our faith? Is there no room for 
compromise? Certainly Paul did not 
think so; and he backed his belief with 
his life. 

Christ did not think so either. “He 
that is not for me is against me, and he 
that gathereth not with me scattereth 
abroad.” That is clear enough. “You 
cannot serve two masters.” You can- 
not dodge that forthright claim. This 
idea that there can be a “no-man’s” 
land between Christ and the sinful 
-world finds no sympathy from Him. 
You may find political fences with a top 
rail broad enough for a man to sit 
upon with more or less comfort. There 
is no such roosting place on the line 
‘between good and evil, between being 
for Christ or against Him. Christianity 
is not a religion of compromise. Chris- 
-tianity stands by the declaration, “There 
is none other name given under heaven 
whereby we must be saved.” 


‘First Means First 


Our world is increasingly run on a 
-secular scale. That word secular means 
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of time rather than eternity. It has no 
thought of the future life. Its values 
are entirely of this world. Think how 
many things that engage men’s time 
and thought were formerly thought of 
as belonging to the church. There is 
the art of healing. The hospitals were 
first entirely under church control. 
The nurses were religious women at 
first. It is still true of the great ma- 
jority of nurses, but the profession is 
not thought of as peculiarly religious. 
The schools were born in the church, 
but only recently have our leading edu- 
cators realized how helpless education 
can be to raise the standard of morality 
unless religion is a deciding factor. The 
average boy or girl grows up in a com- 
munity where there are a thousand and 
one things calling for the time and in- 
terest of the citizens, all of them hav- 
ing no apparent connection with Chris- 
tianity. 

The artist Whistler painted a picture 
for a friend who was doing over his 
home. When the painting was finished, 
Whistler insisted on going to the house 
and hanging the picture himself. When 
he came into the room for which it was 
destined he said uncompromisingly, 
“This painting will not harmonize with 
this room. If you want this picture you 
must change the room.” First means 
just that. If Christ, does not harmonize 
with what we are planning to do in 
our schools, in our places of business, 
in our homes, and in our places of rec- 
reation, we must change our plans. 
“What would Jesus think and do?” is 
a test question that should decide every 
question of thought and conduct. First 
means first. 


Not a Struggle 


It may seem a very hard thing to 
make Christ first. It is, if we must 
“make” Him first. Do we love Him 
enough to want more than anything 
else in the world to please Him? In 
purely human love the will of the loved 
becomes the will of the lover. There is 
no thought of sacrifice in the long night 
hours of vigil of a mother by the bed 
of her sick child. Housework can go 
‘by the board. Club meetings and shop- 
ping expeditions are forgotten. Her one 
absorbing interest is that child of hers. 
So with Christ. Where the struggle 
comes in, where there seems to be call 


for high sacrifice, there is the lack of 
the love that loses self in another. 

“The mighty energies of the Chris- 
tian life are rooted in a moment of 
great passivity in which God acts.” So 
wrote C. H. Dodds. That is what grace 
means. We need only to cup our hands 
to receive His blessings. Our attitude 
needs only to be receptive. Christ be-— 
comes normally first in our lives when 
we receive Him on our knees. When 
we are able to say, “For me to live is 
Christ,” it naturally follows that even 
death is gain. Love does not count the ~ 
cost of discipleship. There is no sense 
of loss when Peter and Andrew and 
James and John “leave all and follow 
Him.” From that time forward Christ 
was “all in all” to them. 


A Life Principle 

Ovid wrote, “I see and approve the 
better things, but I follow the worse.” 
To make Christ first means more than 
to accept His way of life as our ideal. 
We need His living Presence. Seneca 
advised the seeking of the best man it 
was possible to find and then the cul- 
tivation of his friendship. No man is 
enough to insure our living the Chris- 
tian way of life, though friendship with 
sincere Christians is a great help. We 
need The Friend. 

Jane Addams of Hull House tells of 
the little girl who came to the settle- 
ment so dirty that she was almost im- 
possible. Miss Addams tried all types 
of punishment and offered rewards 
galore with no improvement. Then one 
day she noticed how her little friend’s 
eyes constantly strayed toward a white 
lily in a vase on her desk. When class 
was over she called the girl to the desk, 
saying, “Mary, would you like to take 
this lily home?” Mary was almost too 
breathless to say, “Thank you,” and no 
girl was ever half so proud of a new 
dress as Mary was of her lily. The next 
day there was noticeable improvement 
in Mary’s appearance. The improve- 
ment continued till one day Miss 
Addams asked Mary about it. She re- 
plied, “You see it didn’t seem just right 
to handle the pretty white flower with 
dirty hands and dress. So I washed 
them.” Even Mary’s home felt the im- 
pact of that little bit of beauty and re- 
sponded with a new cleanliness. 

In some measure this is what hap- 
pens when we accept Christ as our 
Lord and Saviour. When He enters our 
hearts the things that do not harmonize 
must go out. They go out with no re- 
grets. We will count everything loss 
but Christ. Nothing in our lives can 
have real value if out of harmony with 
His loving Presence. 

* * * * 


To Leavers: Topic date, January 2, 
1944. Next topic, “Righteousness Be- 
fore Riches.” 
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BOOKS 


Your Christmas Fund Matures 
The Lesson Commentary, 1944. Edited by Theodore K. Finck. Muhlenberg 


‘Press. 310 pages. $1.75. 


The Lesson Commentary is like a Christmas savings check. It repre- 
sents the labor of a year, accumulated over a period of weeks, to be used 
at the beginning of another year. It comes as a kind of gift which can be 
useful for a whole year. It provides study and illustrative material on the 
Augsburg Series lessons which will be taught in church schools in 1944. 


Those who have used these lesson 
helps in other years will notice imme- 
diately a difference in the format. The 
printing is arranged in two columns in- 
stead of one. There is an additional 
portion called “Explanatory Notes,” 
treating difficult or especially interest- 
ing details in the Scripture passages. 
These add to the usefulness and at- 
tractiveness of the book. 

Presented to the teacher at the begin- 
ning of the year, the commentary has 
the advantage of giving the teacher a 
bird’s-eye view of the whole year’s 
effort. The first half of the year in- 
cludes the study of Christ and the study 
of a Christian. The last half—religion 
in the past and religion today. Know- 
ing this plan of the material, an alert 
leader will begin collecting extra ma- 
terial or making mental notes for his 
teaching. The first quarter includes 
“Studies in St. Mark”; the second 
quarter, “Life and Letters of St. Paul”; 
the third quarter, “Making a Nation— 
Joshua to David”; and the last, “Light 
from Christ in Life for Today.” 

Amid so many sections that would 
appear to be diverse, where is there 
unity in such a commentary? We get 
at the heart of it in the words of one 
of the authors under “What do we 
teach?” in our educational agencies of 
the church. “Paul indicated what should 
be our theme when he said, ‘We preach 
not ourselves, but Christ Jesus as 
Lord.’ The words which we utter, the 
attitudes which we assume, and the ex- 
ample which we set should all draw 
people closer to Christ.” 

Two-thirds of each lesson is given 
to a biblical description and analysis of 


Evangelical Interpretation 


The Snowden-Douglass Sunday School 
Lessons, 1944. By Earl D. Douglass. 
Macmillan. 385 pages. $1.50. 

Tue wide use of the International 
Uniform Lesson outlines permits the 
use of commentaries and expositions 
from varied sources. Each of the an- 
nual lesson commentaries has its dis- 
tinctive contribution to the common 
lesson material. 

A distinctive feature of Dr. Douglass’ 
sixth volume of this series is the 
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content. That part of the Scripture 
which appears in the lesson quarterlies 
is printed in properly marked para- 
graph form. Immediately following is 
the Scripture outline of all the biblical 
material for that day.’ “The Lesson In- 
troduction,” “The Explanatory Notes,” 
“The Lesson Interpreted,” all reflect 
specifically the biblical content of the 
lesson. The commentary will build con- 
fidence in the use of the Bible. 

Throughout it all there’s an enrich- 
ing Lutheran emphasis. The catechism 
is quoted frequently. The church year 
is not disregarded. The causes of the 
church receive attention throughout. 
“The Lesson Applied” presents a prac- 
tical approach to Christianity. There 
are many other commentaries each 
year. But this is the Lutheran,,Com- 
mentary for 1944. 

There’s a contemporary spirit in the 
exposition of the topics on the Chris- 
tian in the life of today. The Christian 
home is extolled. The Christian pro- 
posals for a just and durable peace re- 
ceive attention. For the Christian to- 
day there are some facts about the non- 
white races in the United States. Here’s 
education for social action. 

The Lesson Commentary for 1944 
comes as a worthy successor to those 
edited by Dr. Charles P. Wiles during 
the past fifth of a century. Pastors Getz, 
Spees, and Klick contributed to the 
second quarter of lessons, while the 
two lesson writers for the Augsburg 
Series, the Rev. Reginald Deitz and Dr. 
Gustav Wiencke, had a share in the 
remaining three quarters. 

Downatp F. Irvin. 


use of boldface sentences interspersed 
throughout. These statements outline 
and summarize the comments for the 
teacher who is hurried, reviewing, or 
who is teaching from the commentary 
itself. 

The first page for each lesson in- 
cludes the golden text, devotional read- 
ing, topics for the four older age groups, 
and the printed Scripture selection. The 
comments are arranged in outline form 
under the “Lesson, Plan” and “Hints to 
Teachers,” and fill about six pages for 
each lesson. Italics and boldface type 


underscore the particular effort which 
is made to point out the moral or 
“teaching” of the lesson and the lecture 
method is presupposed. 

Background material, biblical inter- 
pretation, and personal applications for 
today are interwoven in the running 
comments of this experienced and 
evangelical Presbyterian minister. Five 
questions and topics for discussion ac- 
company each lesson. G. K.. W. 


Encyclopaedic Commentary 


Tarbell's Teachers' Guide. By Martha 
Tarbell. Revell. 416 pages. $2.25. 

Sunpay school teachers in all parts 
of the United States and Canada will 
salute this thirty-ninth encyclopaedic 
commentary from the indefatigable pen 
of Dr. Martha Tarbell. Those who have 
used the commentary will be familiar 
with the countless pictorial illustra- 
tions, anecdotes, and fine quotations 
that adorn the comments. The volume 
reminds one’ of a vast gallery in which 
are hung, like paintings, the pictures, 
thoughts, sayings, and experiences from 
the art and literature of all ages. 

An average of over 6,000 words is 
devoted to each lesson. There is a spe- 
cial section for intermediates and 
seniors, and for young people and 
adults. The usual helpful and encourag- 
ing suggestions to teachers preface the 
volume. Notes on the geographical 
background, light from Oriental life, 
and an occasional map increase the 
helpfulness of this commentary. 

G. K. W. 


A Gradle Not a Grave 


The Clue to Pascal. By Emile Calliet. 
Westminster. 166 pages. $2. 

Herr is a well-written, scholarly book 
on the great French scientist and 
equally great thinker, Blaise Pascal, by 
the professor of French Literature and 
Civilization at the University of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Dr. Calliet, a former Roman Catholic 
who is now in the fellowship of evan- 
gelical Christians, has given us a bril- 
liant book about Pascal, a devout Ro- 
man Catholic. He clearly shows that 
the Bible is the clue to the secret of | 
Pascal whom he considers “one of the 
profoundest thinkers of all time and 
one of the greatest men of God who 
ever lived.” 

A great scientist, a great thinker, a 
devout Roman Catholic, and at the 
same time, a supreme debtor to the 
Holy Scriptures! What a combination 
in one man, Pascal. This book is what 
the author says a book should be—not 
a grave but a cradle. It will whet your 
appetite for more of Pascal, more of 
Calliet, and more of the Bible. 

Morris C. SKINNER. 


The Lutheran 


Wanted: A Graduate School 


Dear Lutheran: 

At one time in the history of the 
Lutheran Church in America, almost 
all Lutheran ministers received their 
theological training in Europe. Henry 
Melchior Muhlenberg had studied in 
Halle, and when his sons grew up they 
were sent to Germany for their the- 
ological training. In colonial days, it 
was customary for Lutheran pastors to 
receive theological training abroad. 

But after the Revolutionary War, it 
was felt more and more that an Amer- 
ican minister ought to be trained right 
here in America. But since the Lu- 
theran Church did not have a seminary, 
men were generally sent to the the- 
ological seminaries of other denomina- 
tions. That system worked for a while, 
but soon people noticed that the Lu- 
theran Church was losing some of her 
vital message, some of the heritage of 
the Reformation, because her pastors 
were not trained in Lutheran schools 
by Lutheran teachers. This experience 
finally led to the foundation of Lu- 
theran seminaries here in the United 
States. Today almost all of our min- 
isters have received their training in 
Lutheran seminaries in the United 
States, and we would consider it intol- 
erable if it were otherwise. 


However, there is a lesson in this- 


short review of past history. Today the 
church faces almost the same:problem 
as in the time of Muhlenberg: This time 
not in respect to our regular students 
for the ministry; they are well taken 
eare of in our Lutheran seminaries. 
But the problem that faces us concerns 
the men who try to do graduate work 
in theology. The Lutheran Church does 
not have a graduate school which offers 
an advanced degree, a Ph.D. or Th.D. 
Before this war it was customary for 
men who were interested in advanced 
work in theology to go to Europe and 
study at Erlangen or some other Lu- 
theran university. The war has made 
this impossible. We do not know if it 
will ever again be feasible for our 
Lutheran theologians to receive their 
training in Europe. But where else will 
they get it? Some have gone to the 
seminaries of other denominations 
which offer higher degrees. The writer 
of these lines has met good Lutherans 
of all branches of Lutheranism at 
Princeton and Union Seminary. We 
learned much and enjoyed the Chris- 
tian fellowship with members of other 
denominations. And yet we all felt 
what was felt so strongly in Muhlen- 
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berg’s time: we need a Lutheran 
Graduate School. 

The Lutheran Church has a very 
definite message for our time. The Lu- 
theran Church must make her theologi- 
cal contribution to the life of the 
Church of Christ in America. But she 
can do that only if her theologians are 
trained in Lutheran schools. Lutheran 
theelogy in America needs a rallying 
point, a Lutheran Graduate School to 
train not only the pastors, but also the 
teachers of pastors, and to speak with 
authority on all matters of concern 
to the Lutheran Church. 

Perhaps all Lutheran bodies could 
work together to back such a venture. 
Perhaps such a school would help Lu- 
theran unity more than any number of 
good resolutions that remain on paper. 
But the problem must be faced. We 
need a Lutheran graduate school if the 
church is to advance and speak with 
authority in this time of confusion. 

GrorcEe W. ForELt. 
Union Theological Seminary, N. Y. 


MA eeaion of the Church 


Community Hospital, 
Riverside, Calif. 
Dear LUTHERAN: 

“I was glad when they said unto me, 
Let us go into the house of the Lord.” 

Do you realize how glad you can be 
to “go into the house of the Lord’? 
Unless you have had an experience 
similar to mine, ’m sure you wouldn’t 
know. Nine weeks ago I had the mis- 
fortune to be seriously injured in a 
bus-train accident. 

It is hard enough for an active per- 
son to be in bed; but when you’re 1,500 
miles from home and have no one close 
to you to help you bear the pain and 
lonely hours, it is much harder. 

When I first came to Riverside some- 
thing seemed to guide me to the Rev. 
Mr. Johnson, pastor of Eden Church. 
They had a spare room, so I stayed 
with them more than two months. 

Although I’m a member of the U. L. 
C. A. and Eden is in the Augustana 
Synod, I attended Eden Church. 

The people of Eden took me in and 
treated me as one of them, and I was 
happy to worship with them. They 
have been more than kind during my 
hospitalization, having sent twenty-four 
cards, thirty-nine gifts, and made 118 
visits to me during these nine weeks; 
and I’m sure they will continue as long 
as I’m “laid on the shelf.” 

If I had not gone to church when I 
came to town, just think how long and 
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lonesome the days would have been! 
How happy I will be when I can again 
“Go into the house of the Lord.” 

Dear Father in heaven, I am thank- 
ful for Thy guidance, protection, and 
help, and especially thankful for the 
kindness of the people of Eden Church. 
Amen. Marcaret McKenzie. 


A Practical Suggestion 


Dear Editor: 

Our United Lutheran Church is in- 
deed happy that God is enabling it to 
perform a ministry for its service men 
and service women in both individual 
congregations and through the Service 
Commission of the National Lutheran 
Council. Many of its congregations, un- 
der the inspiration from national head- 
quarters, are entering into serious 
study of post-war plans. However, there 
is one subject which combines these 
two issues of which your correspondent 
has heard little. This is the matter of 
post-war planning for our returning 
men and women. 

It seems to me that some sort of fund 
should be accumulated from whom 
worthy persons might borrow for a 
“tiding-over” loan. It would be meant 
both for returning members of the 
armed forces, enabling them to stay on 
their feet while re-adapting themselves 
to civilian life and finding jobs, and for 
members of our congregations who per- 
haps may be unemployed for a time in 
the shift back to civilian manufacture. 

One realizes, of course, the difficulties 
of accumulating such a fund on a 
church-wide scale, especially when so 
much effort is necessary in raising 
funds for the work of ministering to 
the service forces now. Although some- 
thing for this purpose might be incor- 
porated into Lutheran World Action, 
it seems to me that the logical solution 
of the problem is for each individual 
congregation to take steps now to pro- 
vide for its own service men and wo- 
men. This would mean much more than 
having their names appear on an honor 
roll in the narthex of the church. 

My own congregation, Augsburg, De- 
troit, set aside $300 for this purpose last 
year, and we hope it will be much 
larger next year. In our particular in- 
stance, the money will be not only for 
loans, but for outright gifts when con- 
ditions justify them. If others know of 
better plans for the future care of these 
men and women, doubtless many pas- 
tors and their people would be glad to 
hear of them through your columns. 

Wo. S. Avery. 
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Diamond Jubilee of Holy Trinity, New York 


"Eormula of the Mass and Communion" a Feature of the Celebration 


brief history of the congregation, the 
programs for the anniversary services, 
and interesting notes of the liturgy, 
music, and vestments of the Sunday 
morning service. Acknowledgment is 
made therein to the Rev. Dr. Paul 
Zeller Strodach “for his detailed study 
of the ‘Formula Missae,’ for the interest 
he has shown, and for his constant sug- 
gestion and direction,” as well as to the 
Rev. Carl Bergen of Leonia, N. J., “who 
has given generously of his time and 
talent in the training of both choir and 
clergy.” 

Friday evening, November 19, an an- 
niversary dinner which was largely at- 
tended was held in the church school 
rooms. Guests of honor included Dr. 
F. H. Knubel, president of the United 
Lutheran Church; Dr. Trexler; Dr. 
Joseph Sizoo, president of the New 
York Federation of Churches; Dr. 
W. H. Greever, secretary of the United 
Lutheran Church; Dr. C. Franklin 
Koch, executive secretary of the Board 
of Social Missions of the United Lu- 
theran Church; Dr. C. J. Smith; and 
the Rev. William Van Horn Davies, as- 
sociate pastor of Holy Trinity, 1933- 
1942, now pastor of Messiah Church, 
Harrisburg, Pa. 


Tue Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
the Holy Trinity, Central Park West at 
65th Street, New York City, celebrated 
the seventy-fifth anniversary of the or- 
ganization of the congregation with a 
service of considerable historic inter- 
est on the morning of November 21. 
While no claim can be made with re- 
gard to strict historic accuracy in every 
detail, this service was as nearly as pos- 
sible like the order of service which 
Luther held in the Town Church, Wit- 
enberg, in 1523, and which was printed 
that same year under the title, “Formula 
of the Mass and Communion for the 
Church at Wittenberg.” 

The traditional forms of worship, as 
practiced by Luther, in chant, in vest- 
ment, and in liturgy were employed in 
this anniversary service. His was “not 
a new Liturgy, but the ancient Liturgy 
purified and affirmed as being true and 
expressive of Evangelical Worship.” 
Luther’s “Formula,” together with other 
“Church Orders” of the sixteenth cen- 
tury, comprises the historic basis of 
“The Common Service.” The “Formula 
Missae” was, for this service, set to 
Gregorian Chant, a type of music tra- 
ditionally associated with the liturgy of 
the Western Church All parts of the 
service were chanted or intoned except 
the Lord’s Prayer. 

A choir of thirty voices, under the 
direction of Dr. Henry F. Seibert, or- 
ganist and choirmaster of Holy Trinity, 
chanted the principal parts of the serv- 
ice and led the congregation in the 
singing of the hymns. An anniversary 
offering for the beautification of the first pastor January 27, 1868, He served 
church was received at the rear of the until 1895, when he felt it necessary 
church after the service; this time and - to resign because of his failing health. 
place of receiving the offering, too, was A church building on West 21st Street 
in accordance with the practice of the east of Sixth Avenue, belonging to a 
reformer. Dutch Reformed congregation, was first 

Dr. Paul Scherer, pastor of Holy leased for a year and then purchased 
Trinity Church since 1920, was the for $60,000. Because of the encroach- 
celebrant of the Mass. The Rev. Walter ment of business in the neighborhood 
M. Ruccius, pastor of Epiphany Church, and a resultant decrease in member- 
Hempstead, Long Island, was the dea- ship, this building was sold in 1897. 
con, and the Rey. Henry M. Schumann, Dr. C. Armand Miller of Salem, Va., 
acting pastor of St. John’s Church, was called in 1896 to become the sec- 
Long Beach, L. 1, was sub-deacon. Dr. ond pastor. Early in 1902, the site of 
Samuel Trexler, president of the United the present church, “five desirable lots 
Synod of New York, participated in the at Central Park West and 65th Street,” 
service and pronounced the benedic- was purchased for $170,000. After con- 
tion. The guest preacher was Dr. siderable delay, due to strikes, con- 
Charles J. Smith, president of Roanoke tractors’ failures, and mounting ex- 
College, Salem, Va., and pastor of Holy penses, the new church was consecrated 
Trinity Church 1908-1920. The attend- May 15, 1904. Dr. Miller resigned in 
ants included crucifer, taperers, and 1908 and was succeeded by the Rev. 
acolytes. Dr. Charles J. Smith. 

Dr. Smith has been described as be- 
ing, among other things, “a good busi- 
ness manager.” At the time of his com- 
ing to Holy Trinity, the congregation 


Four Pastors 

In the seventy-five years of her his- 
tory, Holy Trinity Church has been 
served by only four senior pastors. Dr. 
Gottlob F. Krotel of Philadelphia, who 
was present at the organization meet- 
ing, was extended a call to become the 


Interesting Anniversary Booklet 
A thirty-two-page anniversary book- 
let was distributed. This included a 
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was burdened with a $75,000 mortgage 
on the property. When he resigned in 
1920 to become president of Roanoke 
College, Roanoke, Va., the church was 
entirely free of debt, all financial mat- 
ters had been put on a sound budget 
basis, and an endowment fund had been 
started. 


Dr. Scherer’s Pastorate 

During the twenty-three years of the 
pastorate of Dr. Paul Scherer the mem- 
bership has more than doubled, and 
this in spite of the transient nature of 
a large part of Manhattan’s population. 
Since 1920 approximately 1,800 mem- 
bers have been received; the present 
enrollment is 833. 

The total of the endowment funds 
was raised from $16,466 to $126,435. Up- 
wards of $125,000 has been contributed 
to benevolence during these twenty- 
three years. The attendance at the 
church services is two and a half times 
as large as it was in 1920, and the larg- 
est in the history of the congregation. 
In the fields of personal evangelism, in 
the work of the church schools, and in 
the parish office, more than a hundred 
members of the congregation are 
steadily engaged. 

Dr. Scherer is widely known, both 
within the United Lutheran Church 
and in interdenominational circles, as 
an outstanding preacher and lecturer. 
His sermons on the Sunday Vesper 
Hour during the summer months for 
the past thirteen years have been espe- 
cially popular. 


Miss Hoh Guest Speaker 


“A Micuty Fortress Is Our God,” 
was the theme for the fifteenth annual 
convention of the Women’s Missionary 
Society of the Long Island Conference 
of the United Synod of New York, held 
November 5 in St. Luke’s Church, 
Woodhaven, N. Y., the Rev. Erwin R. 
Jaxheimer pastor. The devotional serv- 
ice was led by Mrs. George V. Bulin 
and was based on the theme, “Our De- 
fense Against the Enemy Within.” 

An inspiring address was delivered 
by Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz, secretary 
for promotion of the U. L. C. A. Greet- 


ings during the dinner hour were given © 


by the Rev. Walter M. Ruccius, pres- 
ident of the Long Island Conference 
and pastor of Epiphany Church, Hemp- 
stead. ; ; 
The afternoon session was opened 
witha devotional service. An interest- 
ing and enlightening address was given 
by Miss Frieda Hoh on her work in 
Puerto Rico at both this session and in 
the evening. The newly elected pres- 
ident of the synodical society, Mrs. 
Edwin H. Boettger, brought a message 
and installed the officers. 
Mrs. Luter D. GABLE. 
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ANNIVERSARIES OF SERVICE CENTER, CONGREGATIONS 
AND INNER MISSION SOCIETY 


“HomEe—1,600 miles from home”—is 
how one of the 25,000 guests in uniform 
who visited the Baltimore Lutheran 
Service Center during the past year, 
appraised the comfortable Home for 
Service Men and Women at 17 West 
Franklin Street. One of our Lutheran 
boys from Tennessee wrote the above 
comment after his name in the Center 
Guest Book when he registered. “Just 
like home’—wrote a Lutheran boy 
from Wisconsin. “Fine place to stop” 
—wrote a boy from Montana. 

One of many letters received by 
Service Center Pastor George H. Pla- 
mann from the mothers of boys who 
have written from Baltimore about 
their cordial reception at the center, 
was from Denver, Colo. She quoted 
from a letter written her by her son 
stationed at the Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds: “We visited three U: S. O.’s, 
and they were nice; but the nicest of 
all was the Lutheran Service Center in 
Baltimore, where the people were so 
nice to us boys.” So, Lutheran World 
. Action Funds accomplish their purpose 
in Baltimore. 

Open house at the Center November 
28, with special services, marked the 
first year of day and night service to all 
men and women in uniform. More than 
25,000 men have come and gone as 
guests at this “Home Away From 
Home” since the opening a year ago in 
October. During the year more than 
4,000 have registered at the Center for 
free lodging Saturday nights and free 
breakfast Sunday morning, Nine down- 
town churches are now providing sleep- 
ing accommodations and breakfast for 
900 men each Saturday night. 


The Baltimore Lutheran Service Center is 
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Inner Mission Society 


Special recognition of thirty years of 
progress and achievement marked the 
October 21 meeting of the Inner Mis- 
sion Society of Baltimore and Vicinity, 
organized by a group of interested Lu- 
therans in First Lutheran Church, No- 
vember 17, 1913. The roll call and en- 
rollment of members, conducted during 
Inner Mission Month, has resulted in 


assured contributions of $14,050 for : 


maintenance of the 
work of the society 
during the ensuing 
year. The appeal 
among American 
Lutheran and 
United Lutheran 
churches for $15,500 
will be completely 
subscribed by the 
end of December. 
There are more 
than 5,000 contrib- 
uting members sup- 
porting the work of the society this 
year. 

At the November meeting of the 
Board of Trustees, Mr. Carl M. Distler, 
prominent lawyer and churchman of 
Baltimore and president of the Board 
of Social Missions, was elected pres- 
ident of the society. Mr. Distler has 
served as president of the Inner Mis- 
sion Society, in several terms, over 
a period of fifteen years. Three newly 
elected members were added to the 
Board of Trustees: the Rev. Augustus 
Hackmann, the Rev. Harry V. Krug, 
and George Yost, Esq. E. W. Herr- 
mann, Esq., and Mr. C. H. Hufnagel 


Pres. Carl M. Distler 


"Just Like Home" to Many 
Men in the Armed Services Who Enjoy Its Hospitality 


were re-elected to the Board for three- 
year terms. 


Sixtieth Anniversary 


St. Luke’s Church, Chestnut Avenue 
at 36th Street, Baltimore, organized in 
September 1883 and erected as a memo- 
rial to Martin Luther on the 400th an- 
niversary of the reformer’s birth, cele- 
brated its sixtieth anniversary with a 
series of services which began on the 
Festival of the Reformation, October 31. 

Harvey D. Hoover, D.D., professor of 
Practical Theology at Gettysburg Semi- 
nary, preached the anniversary sermon 
at 11.00 A. M. The Luther League act- 
ing as host to neighboring Leagues, 
conducted Vespers, and R. C. Sorrick, 
D.D., pastor of St. Luke’s, Silver Spring, 
and president of the Maryland Synod, 
preached the sermon. Other services 
brought as speakers, Oscar Fisher 
Blackwelder, D.D., pastor of Reforma- 
tion Lutheran @hurch, Washington, 
Monday night, and the Rey. Ralph W. 
Loew, associate pastor of the Church 
of the Reformation, Washington, who 
addressed the members of the Church 
Extension Society of Baltimore, which 
met at St. Luke’s Wednesday night in 
connection with the anniversary cele- 
bration. On Friday, the Rev. Luther L. 
Hare, a ministerial son of the congre- 
gation, pastor of the Clear Spring 
Charge, spoke at the Fellowship Serv- 
ice in -connection with the congrega- 
tional meeting, in which they voted to 
participate in the Contributory Pension 
Plan. 

Concluding services were held Sun- 
day, November 7, when William A. 
Wade, D.D., executive secretary of the 
Board of Deaconess Work, brought the 
greetings of the various boards and of 
the president of the United Lutheran 
Church in America. The pastor, the 
Rev. John C. Stuff, spoke on “The Ded- 
icated Life” at the closing candlelight 
reconsecration service sponsored by 
the Luther League. Offerings of more 
than $2,900 were received during the 
celebration, making the congregation 
entirely free of debt. 


Hearing Memorial 


Holy Comforter Church, the Rev. J. 
Frank Fife pastor, recently installed an 
Electric Ear System, with three micro- 
phones and seven individual earphones. 
The installation was.a memorial to Mrs. 
Emma Dunn Porter from members of 
her family. 


The Rev. Carl Honeycutt has re- 
signed as pastor of Grace Church, Win- 
chester, Va., to accept the call of Zion 
congregation, Sunbury, Pa., November 
15. He becomes the successor to Pas- 
tor Raymond Wood, who is now a chap- 
lain in the Navy. 
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OUTSTANDING SPEAKERS AT REFORMATION SERVICES 


The Church of the Holy Nativity, 
Endicott, New York, the Rev. Paul J. 
Tritschler pastor, on Reformation Sun- 
day, October 31, marked with an ap- 
propriate Order of Benediction, the full 
payment of the mortgages given at the 
time of the erection of the church in 
1925. The Rev. Dr. Paul A. Kirsch, as- 
sistant executive secretary of the Board 
of American Missions, preached the 
sermon and assisted Pastor Tritschler 
in the administration of the Com- 
munion. 

It is noteworthy that 96 per cent of 
the debt has been paid during the last 
eight years (63 per cent during the last 
eighteen months) and that during this 
time all the funds of the church have 
been received from freewill offerings 
alone. This congregation contributes 
over 100 per cent of its quota for gen- 
eral benevolence work of the church. 
The baptized membership is 352, of 
whom 219 are confirmed and 152 com- 
mune. 

The first Lutheran religious service 
in Endicott was held November 24, 1918, 
just ten days after the merger of the 
United Lutheran Church in America. 
The first regular pastor was the Rev. 
Frank M. Brown, now in the army 
serving as a chaplain with the rank of 
lieutenant-colonel. The second pastor 
was the Rev. George Ackerly; the third, 
the Rev. Paul J. Slavik, now also an 
army chaplain with the rank of cap- 
tain. The present pastor began his work 
March 1, 1935. 


The Union Reformation Service 


of the Triple Cities—Binghamton, Endi- 
cott and Johnson City—was held in 
Prince of Peace Church, Binghamton, 
the Rev. Herbert D. Hrdlicka pastor. 
The Rev. Dr. Paul A. Kirsch preached 
the sermon. 


The Union Reformation Service for 
Syracuse and Vicinity was held in Zion 
Church, Syracuse, the writer pastor. 
The sermon was preached by Dr, F. 
Eppling Reinartz, secretary of pro- 
motion of the United Lutheran Church 
in America. The liturgical service was 
conducted by the officers of the Syra- 
cuse Pastoral Association, the Rev. 
Christian P. Jensen, president; the Rev. 
Viggo Swenson, pastor of St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church, secretary; and the 
Rev. John Dudde, pastor of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, Liverpool, treasurer. 


October 24 the Rev. Martin R. Leh- 
feldt was installed as pastor of St. 
Paul’s Church, Johnson City. The Rev. 
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By CuHrIsTIAN P. JENSEN 


Gustav K. Huf, president of confer- 
ence, performed the act of installation. 


Children of the Church Festival 


All the Lutheran churches of Syra- 
cuse and Liverpool united in presenting 
the festival pageant, “One Great Fam- 
ily,” in Zion Church November 14. 
After the beautiful pageant given by 
the children Mrs. Gustav K. Huf, Chil- 
dren of the Church secretary of the 
United Synod of New York, introduced 
Mrs. Mabel Fenner, secretary of the 
Children of the Church, United Lu- 
theran Church in America, who ad- 
dressed a large audience. Sister Ida 
Steuerwald of Zion Church is secretary 
of the Children of the Church of the 
Central Conference. 


November 21 St. John’s Church, 
Syracuse, the Rev. Gustav K. Huf pas- 
tor, celebrated their 105th anniversary. 
The sermon was preached by the Rev. 
E. J. Mollenauer of New York. In the 
afternoon a reception was held. 


Nova Scotia News 


By Dovueuas A. Conrap 


THE regular fall sessions of the North- 
ern Conference of the Nova Scotia 
Synod were held in St. James Church, 
Branch LaHave, October 22. The open- 
ing service, which included administra- 
tion of the Lord’s Supper, was con- 
ducted by the Rev. James Dauphinee, 
president of conference, and the sermon 


ya ‘was preached by the Rev. Louis Bald 


of Lunenburg. At the afternoon ses- 
sion a fine address by Mrs. Paul O. 
Machetzki was given on, “Ministerial 
Acts by a Missionary Pastor.” The 
speaker gave her audience some very 
interesting facts about the life of a mis- 
sionary pastor in the Argentine and in 
British Guiana. At the Vesper Service, 
Mrs. Machetzki was again the special 
speaker and told very interesting de- 
tails about the people and country in 
which she and her husband labored for 
many years. The offering for the day 
was given to Mrs. Machetzki to be ap- 
plied towards the memorial which is to 
be erected in South America as a trib- 
ute to her husband’s work there. 


In Halifax 

The Church of the Resurrection, the 
Rev. Douglas A. Conrad pastor, has 
been having a number of important 
services. During October there was the 
candlelight installation ‘of the officers 


of the Young People’s Society at a spe- 
cial Vesper Service. Those elected for 
the coming year are: President, Miss 
Jean Loye; vice-president, Miss Phyllis 
Loye; secretary, Miss Joan Reid; treas- 
urer, Mr. Albert Young. The young 
people have obligated themselves to 
look after obtaining new and renewal 
subscriptions for THE LuTHERAN and 
have been meeting with success in this 
undertaking. . 

On Reformation Sunday, the festiv: 
was observed at both services, when 
excellent congregations were present. 
In the afternoon there was a special 
broadcast over Radio Station CHWNS, 
which was conducted by the pastor and 
the senior choir. Many favorable com- 
ments were received about this service 
and the hope was expressed that others 
will be held. 

Social hours, in which the guests are 
the men and women of the armed serv- 
ices are being held after Vespers in the 
school room of the church. These are 
being thoroughly enjoyed by our guests, 
which is evidenced by the good attend- 
ances. A census taken at these gather- 
ings shows that there are present men 
and women from all parts of Canada, 
and on one occasion, a young man from 


’ Sweden. 


The signing of the Armistice of 1918 
was observed the first Sunday evening 
of November. The names of those who 
had enlisted in that conflict were read, 
as were also those of the present war. 
At the present time, twenty-two young 
men of the church have enrolled in the 
armed forces of the cauntry; of this 
number, one has given his life. At this 
service the Boy Scouts, Girl Guides and 
Cubs attended in uniform, and took 
part in the processional and recessional. 


Christian Education Recognized 

By an arrangement with the principal 
of the Queen Elizabeth High School and 
the Protestant ministers of the city, the 
pupils will receive credit for their at- 
tendance at Sunday school and their 
work there during the year. At the end 
of the school year, the pastor will make 
a report to the principal from. the 
records which have been kept by the 
Sunday schools, and on the basis of this 
report, a mark will be credited to all 


the students represented. It is hoped ~ 


that in this way the girls and boys will 
become more interested in the work of 
the church and strive to increase their 
knowledge of the teachings of the 
church. 

November 11 and 12 the Rev. Nor- 


-man Kritsch of North Bay, Ontario, was 


in Halifax in order to establish contacts 
with the men and women of the armed 
forces. Pastor Kritsch belongs to the 
Missouri Lutheran Synod. The Church 
of the Resurrection was placed at his 
disposal, and services for the men and 
women were held on the two evenings. 
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SILVER JUBILEE OF THE ORGANIZATION OF THE U. L. C. A. 
Visitors Frequent Resorts in Fall Season 


OctosperR and November have been 
months of celebrations for our Lutheran 
constitfency. All the congregations 
conducted special services to mark the 
anniversary of the Reformation and the 
Ministerium’s congregations received a 
special offering for their educational in- 
stitutions. In some congregations refer- 
ence was made to the anniversary of 
the birth of Dr. Martin Luther. The 
outstanding celebration was that which 
commemorated the organization of the 
United Lutheran Church in America 
twenty-five years ago. The result of 
that merger has proved profitable in 
this area. This was one section in which 
there was considerable overlapping of 
two of the three general bodies prior 
to 1918. As a result considerable fric- 
tion and much misunderstanding pre- 
vailed among the constituency. After 
twenty-five years greater unity and 
solidarity exists. This great event was 
celebrated in all of the congregations 
of the Pocono area. The Rev. J. S. 
Kistler, pastor of Grace Church, East 
. Stroudsburg, spoke on the subject, “The 
Spiritual Front,” to a large congrega- 
tion. The Rev. P. N. Wohlsen, pastor 
of St. John’s, Stroudsburg, preached on 
the theme, “God’s Golden Goals,” to a 
congregation that crowded the spacious 
sanctuary. The special offering for the 
Pension Fund in this congregation will 
add $100 to that important work. 


In the Tannersville Parish, the Rev. 
D. M. Latshaw pastor, it was necessary 
to use two Sundays to present this im- 
portant program, in which the pastor 
spoke on the subject, “Forward with 
Christ.” Pastor Norman B. Kellow of 
the Hamilton Parish conducted the cele- 
bration on successive Sundays, as did 
the Rey. H. W. Tobaben of the Pleasant 
Valley Parish. Pastors Russell M. 
Swartley and Philip C. Miller con- 
ducted celebrations at St. Mark’s, Mini- 
sink Hills, and the Mt. Bethel Parish. 


Plans are now in the making for 
holding a School of Missions in St. 
John’s, Stroudsburg, during the month 
of January. It is the plan of the com- 
mittee to include all the congregations 
in the Pocono area and to have a mis- 
sionary on furlough in charge of the 
school for five days, and to have rep- 
resentatives from all the congregations 
attend this school for information and 
inspiration so that during the post-war 
period greater interest might be taken 
in the extension of the Kingdom. 
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In the Armed Forces 


Many of our congregations have been 
considerably hampered in their work 
by the calling of active workers into 
the armed forces of our nation. One 
congregation now has 14 per cent of the 
confirmed membership in the service 
of the country. St. John’s, Stroudsburg, 
lost two of its most active younger men, 
who have served as members of the 
vestry, teachers in the church school 
and as officers in the Brotherhood. A 
total of nearly three hundred young 
people have entered the armed forces 
from the Lutheran congregations of the 
Pocono area, or about 10 per cent of 
the confirmed membership. We are 
happy to report, however, that despite 
this great exodus, the work of the 
Kingdom is advancing and greater zeal 
and interest is manifested by those who 
remain on the home front. Only a few 
congregations carry gold stars on their 
service flags. ‘Grace Church, East 
Stroudsburg, seems to have suffered 
the greatest loss. Four of her active 
young men have made the great sac- 
rifice. Special services have been con- 
ducted in Grace Church in their honor. 


Debt-reduction Program 


During the past two years Grace 
Church, East Stroudsburg, has been 
engaged in a debt-reducing program 
through which efforts have been made 
to burn at least one $500 bond of in- 
debtedness each month. Pastor J. S. 
Kistler reports that during this time a 
reduction of $12,000 has been made on 
the indebtedness, reducing the same to 
$27,500. All the members, under the 
zealous leadership of the pastor, hope- 
fully look forward to the day when 
their splendid church plant will be debt 
free. £ 


It was with a great deal of joy that 
Lutherans of the Stroudsburgs learned 
of the appointment of the Rev. Claude 
E. Schick to serve as pastor of the 
newly opened Lutheran Service Center 
in Philadelphia. Pastor Schick is a son 
of Grace Church, East Stroudsburg, and 
during his seminary days served most 
acceptably as religious director of Camp 
Miller at Shawnee-on-Delaware. His 
fine work in this field will aid him ma- 
terially in proving a worthy pastor in 
charge of the Service Center. 


Since the resignation of the Rev. 
Joseph B. Mohr as pastor of Zion con- 
gregation, Smithfield, located midway 
between Camp Miller and Camp Hagan 


along the Delaware, the congregation 
has been supplied by the pastors of St. 
John’s, Stroudsburg; Grace, East 
Stroudsburg; the Rev. J. A. Klick and 
students from the Philadelphia Semi- 
nary. Although not large in numbers, 
this group has displayed great loyalty 
and consecration. It is hoped that in the 
near future some arrangement will be 
made by which this little flock may 
enjoy the services of a regular pastor. 


St. John’s, Stroudsburg, has engaged 
in a quiet program to establish a fund 
for the expansion of its property at the 
time of its eightieth anniversary three 
years hence. Members have been gen- 
erous in their assignment of U. S. bonds 
to form a nucleus for this fund. Owing 
to the “No Parking” regulations on the 
newly constructed highway in front of 
the church, the Brotherhood of St. 
John’s prepared the lot in the rear of 
the church as a parking place. 


Guests Increase Church Attendance 


From all reports, the resorts in this 
mountain region have enjoyed an ex- 


- tended period of visitors. Many of the 


larger places have been filled with 
guests throughout October and Novem- 
ber; and smaller places, that invariably 
closed after Labor Day, have continued 
to operate for a longer period. Because 
of labor shortage, many local young 
people have been employed over the 
week-ends. This has resulted in a de- 
cided falling off in the attendance at 
the church schools of the county. The 
numerous visitors, however, have pro- 
vided additional guests for our churches 
during the fall season. More than six 
hundred guests have been registered at 
St. John’s, Stroudsburg, during the past 
summer and fall season. Some of the 
larger resorts are now making plans to 
entertain persons who are lovérs of 
winter sports; and, if favorable weather 
conditions prevail, it is likely that large 
registrations will continue into the 
winter. 

During the recent Community-War 
Chest campaign in Monroe County, 
many active Lutheran laymen have 
taken part; among them George T. 
Robinson, Esq., John B. Dunkelberger, 
Herman V. Yeager, H. L. Keiper of St. 
John’s Church, and Frank B. Michaels 
of Grace Church, East Stroudsburg. 
The pastor of St. John’s is a member 
of the Board. 

At the recent municipal elections in 
Stroudsburg, two members of St. John’s 
Church were elected to serve on the 
borough council. Both were re-elected 
over strong competition. Earl Dennis, 
who had served as president of the 
body, was re-elected; as was Edward 
Gould. Thus we find Lutheran laymen 
holding places of trust in the com- 
munity. 
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CHANGES OF PASTORATES AND CONFERENCES 
By RaupH W. Birk 


Mrs. T. H. Buchanen. The theme of the 
convention was, “Praying Peace Into 
the World.” The morning devotional 
period was in charge of Mrs. R. W. 
Lind of Altoona, who used as her sub- 

_ ject, “Through Ourselves.” The after- 
noon session was opened with a devo- 
tional period led by Mrs. E. A. Repass 
whose subject was, “Through Others.” 
The address of the afternoon was given 
by the Rev. Dan Bravin, superintendent 
of the Legum Mission to the Jews in 
Pittsburgh. If more people could hear 
this servant of the Lord, there surely 
would be less unjustified feeling toward 
the Jewish people. 


Tue fourth annual convention of the 
Alleghany Conference Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society was held in First 
Church, Altoona, the Rev. Luke H. 
Rhoads pastor, October 20. Morning 
devotions were in charge of Mrs. R. B. 
McGiffin of Summerhill, on the theme, 
“Victory Through Faith.” Convention 
business matters, committee reports 
and greetings made up the order of the 
morning session, which was in charge 
of the president, Mrs. T. H. Buchanen 
of Altoona. 

The opening devotional period of the 
afternoon session was in charge of Mrs. 
R. W. Birk of Altoona who used as her 
theme, “Victory Through Prayer.” The 
delegates and friends were addressed 
by Mrs. W. H. Menges of York, vice- 
president of the Central Pennsylvania 
synodical society, and Miss Clara Lea- 
man of Baltimore, missionary on fur- 
lough from India. Mrs. F. P. Reiter of 
Johnstown gave a report of the Roanoke 
convention, and Miss Fern Ogline of 
Somerset, conference secretary of Chil- 
dren of the Church, spoke in behalf of 
the children. A beautiful love gift pro- 
gram was in charge of Mrs. E. R. 
Hauser of Clearfield, and Mrs. Joseph 
Tate of Altoona had charge of the 
annual Memorial Service. 

The day’s program was brought to a 
close with the Vesper service in charge 
of the pastor loci. The address of the 
evening was given by M. Edwin 
Thomas, D.D., treasurer of the Board of 
Foreign Missions of the U. L. C. A. His ber of First Church, and former pastor 
address was one of clear challenge and of Trinity Church of the Juniata section 
significant help. of the city. Upwards of eight hundred 

The delegates elected as officers fori? persons attended the service and were 
the next year: President, Mrs. T. H. well rewarded with the spiritual fruits 
Buchanen of Altoona; vice-president, of the service and the sermon. This 
Mrs. J. A. Brosius of Johnstown; re- service is annually sponsored by the 
cording secretary, Mrs. R. W. Birk of Lutheran Ministerial. Association of 
Altoona; statistical secretary, Mrs. Ethel Altodna and Vicinity. 

Hood of Johnstown; treasurer, Mrs. 
E. P. Young of Alexandria; historian, 
Mrs. Joseph Tate of Altoona. 


Two Youth Fellowship rallies, spon- 
sored by the Luther League of the Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania Synod, were held the 
evenings of October 14 and 15 at First 
Church, Johnstown, and at First Church, 
Altoona. The Rev. William Ducker, as- 
sociate secretary of the Luther League 
of America, was in charge of the rallies 
and capably led the group in an “Infor- 
mation Please” program. Luther 
Leaguers of the two districts partic- 
ipated in the rallies. 7 


The annual Union Reformation Serv- 
ice of the Altoona Lutheran congrega- 
tions was held in First Church, Altoona, 
the Rev. Luke H. Rhoads pastor. The 

“sermon was preached by Chester S. 
Simonton, D.D., pastor of St. Paul’s, 
York. Pastor Simonton felt at home, 
being a native of Altoona, former mem- 


From Johnstown to Wheeling 


The Rev. Roy J. Meyer, pastor of 
Trinity Church, Johnstown, for the past 
eleven years, has resigned as leader of 
that congregation to accept a call to 
Edgewood Church, Wheeling, W. Va. 
Pastor Meyer is a ministerial son of 
Trinity Church in South Wheeling. 
During his pastorate in Johnstown, 
Trinity congregation has experienced a 
steady, and healthy life and growth 
both spiritually and financially, as 
shown by the following report: Pri- 
vate communions administered, 1,074; 
total communions, 27,220; funerals, 235; 
weddings, 112; pastoral calls, 12,717; 
children baptized, 326; new members, 


District Meetings 


The two district conventions of the 
conference were held November 2, 
when the Juniata-Northeast district 
met in Grace Church, Altoona, E. A. 
Repass, D.D., pastor, and November 38, 
when the Somerset district met in Case- 
beer Church, Sipesville, the Rev. 
Walter Guss pastor. Morning and after- 
noon sessions were held at the former 
meeting, the morning session being 
given to business matters, committee 
reports, greetings, roll call and message 
from the conference society president, 
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666; total current expenditures, $106,303; 
total benevolence, $39,117; $8,000 has 
been raised towards the parish build- 
ing; and of the 142 young people in the 
armed services 101 have been cate- 
chized and confirmed by Pastor Meyer. 
The congregation held a farewell party 
for the pastor and his family the eve- 
ning of October 27, and testified to its 
appreciation of the hard and faithful 
work done by these folks. A teken of 
appreciation was presented to them and 
best wishes of their many friends were 
aplenty. Pastor Meyer began his new 
duties at Wheeling November 1. 


Personal 

The Rev. W. E. Saltsgiver began his 
new duties as pastor of the Luthers- 
burg Charge recently. He will live at 
Luthersburg and will serve the three 
congregations of the charge. He is the 


- successor of the Rev. Ralph W. Meckley, 


now pastor of the York Springs Charge 
in the West Pennsylvania Conference. 


The Rev. L. C. Mortenson, supply 
pastor of the Davidsville Charge, Som- 
erset County, for the past year, has re- 
linquished his duties there in order to 
accept the call to the Fishersville 
Charge, effective November 1. 


A happy day of services was enjoyed 
by the people of Casebeer Church, 


October 3. The former pastor of the - ; 


congregation, the Rev. Walter E. Lund- 
berg, now chaplain and captain in the 
Army 355th Engineers, visited his for- 
mer parishioners and assisted Pastor 
Walter Guss in the Communion serv- 
ices. The services of the day witnessed 
the largest communion of the year. 


Receptions 


were in order recently in the Altoona 
area, the writer attending two in one 
week. The evening of November 16 
marked a congregational reception for 
new members at Fourth Church, 
Altoona, the Rev. Ralph W. Lind pas- 
tor. It also marked the completion of 
one year of service in the congregation 
by Pastor Lind. During this year 102 
new members have been added to the 
roll, A program of music, readings and 
address by the Rev. Ralph W. Birk, 
pastor of Trinity Church, Altoona, was — 
held in the sanctuary of the church, 
after which the assembled group joined 
in a social period. 


The other reception was held the 
evening of / November 18 by the con- 
gregation of Temple Church, Altoona, 


‘for their new pastor and family, the 


Rev. Paul O. Hamsher, who has been 
serving this congregation since October 
1. He moved to Altoona from Punxsu- 
tawney, where he served that church 
for the past six years. A program of 
music and greetings was enjoyed. 


The Lutheran 


Virginia Vows 


TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE U. L. C. A. 


In an effort to determine to what ex- 
tent the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
forming of the United Lutheran Church 
in America was observed in the con- 
gregations in the Synod of Virginia, we 
sent to each active pastor a letter re- 
questing a report of the news from the 
several congregations. Out of a possible 
84, we received 27 replies. This report 
is based on those replies. 

The most interesting feature of the 
celebration in most of the congrega- 
tions was the installation of radios in 
the Sunday schools so that the broad- 
cast of Dr. Knubel’s address might be 
heard. Practically all the services were 
held at 11 A. M. All reported offerings 
received, but stated that they were not 
large. Most of the pastors used the spe- 
cial invitation card, and reported the 
attendance to be above the average. 
The pastors used the theme, “Toward 
God’s Golden Goals,” for their ad- 
dresses; and most of them spoke briefly 
of the past history, and then directed 
the thoughts of their people to what is 
before us in the next twenty-five years. 

Three congregations had _ special 
speakers. Dr. W. H. Greever was the 

‘speaker at Shepherdstown, W. Va.; the 
Rev. A. L. Boliek at Front Royal, Va.; 
and the Rev. Henry E. Horn, president 
of Marion College, at Harrisonburg, Va. 

The Shepherdstown Parish, the Rev. 
John H. Fray pastor, made the front 
‘page of the local newspaper twice in 
its publicity for the occasion. On page 
three of the Martinsburg Evening 
Journal we find this headline with ref- 
erence to the services at Shepherds- 
town, “Throng Attended Lutheran Serv- 
ice.” We read all the publicity material 
in the local papers at Shepherdstown, 
and found it really “good reading.” 


The Southern Mountain Mission 
Workers’ Conference 


was held November 13 in the Lincoln 
Hotel, Marion, Va. The following:points 


were suggested for guidance in the’ 


mission work: 1. Thorough Evangelism. 
2. No Compromise of Lutheranism. 3. 
Adequate Equipment. 4. Indigenous 
Leadership. 5. Records for Appraisal. 
Representatives from all the missions 
of the Southern Mountain Mission field 
took part in the discussions. 


Ground was broken for the Laurel 
Valley Church, the Rev. Harold E. Poff 
pastor, November 15. Those taking part 
in the service were the Rev. Harold E. 
Poff and the Rev. A. K. Hewitt, and 
Miss Katrina Umberger. This church 
is included in the Mountain Mission. 


December 22, 1943 


By P. J. BAME 


Fiftieth Anniversary 


Grace Church, Waynesboro, Va., the 
Rev. B. Paul Huddle supply pastor, 
celebrated their golden anniversary on 
Thanksgiving Day. The sermon was 
preached by the Rev. John R. Brokhoff, 
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Retired Pastors! 


i 
During their years of activity they 4 
felt the need of their church paper 4 
and subscribed for it. Now in their % 
old age they find it impossible to 4 
provide this enjoyment for them- 4 
selves, and yet they have not lost 

interest in their church and long to 4 
be kept informed of its progress. ¥ 
Shall we make it possible for them ¢ 
still to live in the knowledge that 4 
their church has remembered them? % 
Perhaps the old pastor who bap- i 
tized, confirmed or married you, is 4 
still living. He would appreciate 4 
your thoughtfulness and remem- ¢ 
brance. } 


Many of these old pastors served 
their church faithfully for many : 
years at small salaries. They cannot 
subscribe for “The Lutheran” them- 
selves. Will you do something for 
them at this blessed Christmas 
Season? 


Send your contribution, large 
or small, to THE LUTHERAN, 
13th and Spruce Sts., Phila- 
delphia 7, Pa., and you will 
make someone happy, and 
this will bring happiness to 


vith you. 
pag 
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pastor of Virginia Heights Church, 
Roanoke, Va. A congregational recep- 
tion was held in the educational room 
after the worship service. The follow- 
ing pastors were present: the Rev. 
L. E. Bouknight, Lexington; the Rev. 
D. W. Zipperer and the Rev. W. V. 
McRay, Waynesboro; and the Rev. 
P. J. Bame, Mt. Sidney. The first pas- 
tor of Grace Church was the Rev. J. E. 
Schenk. Beginning the first of January 
1944, Grace Church will have as pastor 
the Rev. Robert J. Schenck of Toms- 
brook, Va. Mr. and Mrs. Schenck were 
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present at the celebration and were 
introduced to their new congregation. 


Finances Encouraging 


The report of the treasurer of the 
Synod of Virginia, covering the three 
quarters ending October 1, shows that 
almost $5,000 more was received this 
year than during the same period of 
1942. This is in the item of assigned 
beneficence. During the same period 
the treasurer handled $25,610.80 for 
Marion College; and $13,455.68 for Lu- 
theran World Action. The total offer- 
ings to the three causes just mentioned 
were $69,134.80, which is not bad for a 
small synod—small in numbers, but 
great in spiritual power. 


Pottsville Conference 
News 


By A. E. Potcrack 


The twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
United Lutheran Church met with 
varied success in the churches of the 
Pottsville Conference. Most congrega- 
tions report little or no increase in at- 
tendance. Perhaps the lone exception 
was St. Paul’s Church, Orwigsburg, the 
Rev. C. E. Huegel pastor, where an in- 
crease of 40 per cent was reported. 

Christ Church, Quakake, also reports 
a substantial increase, although Pastor 
R. M. Heiberger attributes part of the 
increase to the fact that this was the 
first service to be held in the church 
since the interior was redecorated. 

St. John’s, Auburn, the Rev. Walter 
Drumm pastor, informs us that services 
were slightly better than average. Mr. 
Frank L. Brown, who was present at 
the organizational convention twenty- 
five years ago, attended this service. 

St. John’s, Shenandoah, reported an 
average attendance. Pastor William Nye 
replaced the usual Sunday school ses- 
sion with the CBS broadcast. St. John’s, 
Ringtown, the Rev. C. M. Kern pastor, 
also used the broadcast in place of the 
Sunday school lesson. 

The Rev. I. F, Frankenfield, pastor 
of St. Peter’s, Reinerton, and St. Paul’s. 
Tower City, sent out advance publicity 
in the form of a pastoral letter. Serv- 
ices were well attended. 

Zion, Girardville, and Mt. Zion, Raven 
Run, report attendances far above 
average, At both services Pastor G. H. 
U. Shiery made reference to the 
Thanksgiving service that was held 
November 14, 1918, when each pastor 
and each layman pledged to give one 
day’s income, and each pastor’s wife 
was to give a wedding perquisite. Pas- 
tor Shiery’s wife had none to give until 
she received a telephone call at 11 
»P. M. Saturday, arranging for a wed-~ 
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ding at 8 A. M. on Sunday. Mrs. Shiery 
received a $10 gold piece, which she 
promptly contributed as her share. 
Emmanuel, Mahanoy City, and St. 
Peter and Paul, Freeland, report better 
than average attendances. Pastor 
Stephen Hurnyak continued the anni- 
versary celebration with a follow-up 
Thursday evening. Christ Church, 
Mahanoy City, the Rev. R. E. Kramer 
pastor, reports attendances below aver- 


ORGANIST AND CHOIR DIRECTOR 


desires a church position which offers a wide 
opportunity for real service to the church. Con- 
servatory graduate; Master of Music degree; 
experienced in church service, choir organiza- 
tion and direction; work with young eine 
Excellent references. Address: Organist A. J.A., 
c/o The Lutheran, 13th and Spruce Sts., Phila- 
delphia 7, Pa 
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BRONZE TABLETS 
MEMORIALS IN WOOD, MARBLE. IRON, MOSAICS 
ALTAR FURNISHINGS 4 DESIGNS SUBMITTED 


Select MOORE Gowns and your 
choir will present an inspiringly 
beautiful appearance for years to 
come. Styles for adult, intermediate 
and junior choirs, in many beautiful 
materials and colors. Write for FREE 
Choir Apparel Style Book C-20, 
Budget Payment Plan 120, Pulpit 
Apparel Style Book CP70. 


-E-R- MOORE 
932 DAKIN STREET 425 FIFTH AVENUE | 
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[insist on the ORIGINAL. Forty- 
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age, despite three weeks’ advance pub- 
licity. 

Zion, Mahanoy City, the Rev. M. C. 
Hallock pastor, combined the anniver- 
sary with the sixty-eighth anniversary 
of the Sunday school. Sunday school 
and church services were combined, 
with Mr. Leroi Snyder as the speaker. 

Pastor A. E. Polcrack reports aver- 
age attendances at St. Paul’s, Port Car- 
bon, and St. Paul’s, Middleport. Trin- 
ity, Pottsville, Dr. E. W. Weber pastor, 
reports an average attendance. Christ, 
Schuylkill Haven, the Rev. E. R. Acker 
pastor, had normal attendance. 


Church and State Together 


Philadelphia Church Mortgage Equaled 
In War Stamps, Then Burned 


PEOPLE in Philadelphia, Pa., who ap- 
proach Wayne Junction on German- 
town Avenue reach Cayuga Street and 
note at its intersection with the Avenue 
a Lutheran church. Its name is All 
Saints, its pastor is the Rev. Oscar J. 
Warnath. On November 28, there was 
an unusual ceremony in which Pastor 
Warnath, President E. E. Fischer of the 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania, Mr. Peter 
P. Hagan, and Mr. William David, 
banker, participated. 

The occasion, as will be Peles by 
the flames rising from the receptacle in 
the chancel, was the burning of a mort- 
gage. The sum represented by this 
paper was $22,000. A reduction by 
$15,000 had been achieved in celebra- 
tion of the fiftieth anniversary of the 
congregation’s founding (1888), and 
now the balance due, $7,350, was met. 
But connected with this reduction was 
an instance of co-operative timing 
whieh indicates a keenness of the pas- 
tor and church council, the willingness 


‘of the members to aid the congregation 


through canceling its indebtedness, the 
generous response of the Pennsylvania 
Company for the Insurance on Lives 


and Granting of Annuities, who held 
the mortgage, and the response to the 
invitation to invest in war stamps which 
the bank credited to the indebtedness 
of the church. This is not the only in- 
stance in which the need of the govern- 
ment and the planning of church 
finances have been partners, though the 
number of instances is few. All Saints’ 
Church in Philadelphia may well point 
with pride to this achievement, realiz- 
ing as they do so that they have not 
been lacking in their response to the 
appeals of their government. 


The fifty years’ history of All Saints’ 
Church has been distinguished by many 
critical periods. Its beginnings were a 
recognition of the extension of Phila- 
delphia to close the gap between the 


old city and Germantown with res- 


idences. Residences meant people, and 
people meant families in need of wor- 
ship and religious instruction. These 
objectives a group of charter members 
undertook to realize. As happened 
many times in the 1880’s, those who es- 
tablished such enterprises were richer 
in faith than in funds. Nevertheless, 
steps were taken to own property, to 
erect upon it buildings needed for re- 
ligious purposes, to accept the respon- 
sibility of borrowing and paying inter- 
est, and finally to emerge debt free. 

The present pastor was installed in 
All Saints’ Church in 1922. In the book- 
let commemorating the Fifty-fifth An- 
niversary.Victory Celebration, the 
comment appears that the work in 
which the congregation was engaged 
was not easy. Nevertheless, “the church 
records reveal the fact that during the 
present pastorate 748 individuals were 
received into membership of the con- 
gregation. Our losses by death, mem- 
bers and non-members, total 294.” 

The congregation takes great pride in 
the responses that it has made to assist 
in operations of the Church beyond the 
boundaries of their parish. “We have 
given money to all causes—to college 
and seminary, to Pacific 
Seminary, to Home, Foreign 
and Inner Missions. We 
have responded to Jewish 
work. Yearly we raise 
money for the Red Cross, 


America, for Relief Work as 
that call comes to us from 
time to time.” For many 
years the congregation’s ap- 
i portionment has been paid 
/in full or overpaid. 


(L. to r.)} 

Mr. William David, 

Mr. Peter P. Hagan, 
Dr. E. £. Fischer, 

The Rev. O. J. Warnath 
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Illinois Social Missions 
Headquarters 


Superintendent William F. Buch, D.D. 


NovemMsBer 1, 1943, the United Lu- 
theran Social Missian Society of Illinois 
located its offices on the second floor of 
the Parish House of Wicker Park Lu- 
theran Church, 2112 LeMoyne Street, 
Chicago 22, Illinois. The Society felt 
that in that community they would 
have an opportunity to develop a So- 
cial Mission Center which is to serve 
this changed residential district of 
Wicker Park. The superintendent is 
William F. Buch, D.D. 


A Golden Wedding 


Anniversary 


Mr. and Mrs. Olin G. Dasher cele- 
brated their golden wedding anniver- 
sary at their home October 26. All of 
the nine children were present except 
Everett, the youngest, who is in the 
U.S. Army Air Corps in England. Two 
sons are in the ministry, the Rev. L. O. 
Dasher, pastor of St. David’s Parish, 
West Columbia, S. C., and Chaplain 
O. G. Dasher of the U. S. Navy. 

Mr. and Mrs.. Dasher are members 
of Zion Lutheran Church. The Visitor 
and THe LuTHERAN have been regular 
visitors in their home even at certain 
times during the absence of the local 
daily newspaper. The family altar has 
always occupied an important place in 
their home. 


PERSONAL 


Russell F. Auman, D.D., pastor for 
the last thirteen years of the Church 
of the Redeemer, Scarsdale, N. Y., has 
accepted a call to the pastorate of St. 
Peter’s Church, Lexington Avenue and 
54th Street, Manhattan, New York, and 
began his new duties December 1. 


December 22, 1943 


Dr. Auman will succeed the Rev. Dr. 
Alfred B. Moldenke, who died April 5, 
after serving as pastor of this congre- 
gation for thirty-nine years. 

Dr. Auman was ordained in 1923, and 
served pastorates at Thompsontown, 
Pa., and Yeagertown, Pa., prior to be- 
coming pastor at Scarsdale. 


Charles W. Hepner, D.D., missionary 
in Japan for about thirty years, and 
now teaching the Japanese language at 
the University of Minnesota, during his 
spare time preaches to church groups 
and makes addresses. 


The Rev. W. F. Hiers has accepted 
a call to become the Service Center 
pastor at Charleston, S. C. Plans are 
being worked out so that he may give 
part of his time to the work at the Lib- 
erty Homes section near North Charles- 
ton, where so many people have come 
to make their homes and work at the 
Navy Yard. 

Pastor Hiers has served faithfully as 
pastor of Wittenberg Church, Leesville, 
S. C., since his graduation from the 
seminary about nineteen years ago. 


The Rev. C. E. Jensen of Kalamazoo, 
Mich., who has been president’ of the 
Michigan Synod, has accepted a call to 
the pastorate of Messiah Church, Cleve- 
land Heights, Ohio. He began his new 
duties November 16, succeeding the 
Rev. Joseph A. Sittler, now a member 
of the faculty of Chicago Lutheran 
Seminary. 


The Rev. J. LeGrande Mayer has re- 
signed as pastor of St. John’s Church, 
Clinton, S. C., to accept the call to be- 
come pastor of Redeemer Church, 
Ashley Forest, Charleston, S. C. He 
took up his new work recently, after a 
parsonage had been provided. 


The Rev. William W. Roth, pastor of 
St. John’s Lutheran Church of Spring- 
field,-Ill., is one of the most active pas- 
tors in Wartburg Synod. 

Besides being secretary of the synod 
and serving on the committees for par- 
ish education and social missions, Pas- 
tor Roth has succeeded Rabbi Herman 
Snyder as president of the Springfield 
Ministerial Association. In this latter 
position, he is doing much to foster the 
spirit of tolerance between Protestants 
and Jews in the capital of Illinois. The 
Ministerial Association meets monthly 
in St. John’s Church, where the ladies 
of the church serve a luncheon preced- 
ing the business meeting. Usually a 
speaker addresses the group; on No- 
vember 22, Rabbi Snyder’s topic was 
“Zionism, Pro and Con.” 

The council is showing its apprecia- 
tion of the work of its pastor by pro- 
posing to add to the $2,400 annual sal- 
ary of the pastor the sum of $240 for 
his automobile expenses. 
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Gowns for Pulpit and Choir 


Superfrontals, pulpit and lectern hang- 
ings, bookmarkers, communion linens, materials 
cut out. Catalogue and samples on request. 
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LABORATORIES 
Dept. 19, Aurora, Ml. 


PIANO INSTRUCTION 
Ministers, Students and Church Workers 


Learn how to play and interpret music. 
Special Hymn Course. Sight Reading. 


Student Rates. 
Write A. J. A., c/o The Lutheran 
1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


PASTORS 
CHARLESTON, W. VA. 
has only one U. L. C. A. congregation 


Please send names of your members coming 
to this fine industrial city to 


Trinity Lutheran Church 


GEORGE W. SCHILLINGER, D.D., Pastor 


1596 Lee Street 
Two blocks from state capitol 
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Fewer leaders to meet 
emergency situations 


That is the leadership problem 
which many parish school organ- 
izations are experiencing since 
men and women, previously active, 
have been drawn into the armed 
forces or into industries which pre- 
vent their participation as teach- 
ers and officers in the Sunday 
school. 


These same forces, taking par- 
ents away from home long hours 
of the day and in many instances 
away from church on Sunday, 
create new situations and force 
added problems on the church 
school leader. New and less ex- 
perienced leaders thus have to 
shoulder burdens which ordinarily 
would call for skillful handling. 


THE 


PARISH SCHOOL 
MAGAZINE 


A monthly publication on re- 
ligious education, is indispensable 
for all church school workers and 
officers. It will be found especially 
useful by the new church school 
worker because of the practicable 
and usable material offered. Each 
issue contains stimulating articles 
by specialists regarding new prin- 
ciples and methods, reports of in- 
teresting experiences and success- 
ful experiments by progressive 
church school leaders. 


Ten issues annually. Price, $1.00 a 
year; in clubs of five or more to 
one address, 80 cents. 


The United Lutheran 
Publication House 
1228 Spruce St., Phila. 7, Pa. 
CHICAGO PITTSBURGH COLUMBIA 


lf You’re Going to 
the Movies” 


CONSULT THESE ESTIMATES OF 
CURRENT FILMS 


PREPARED BY INDEPENDENT FILMSCORES, 
A Private REVIEWING SERVICE. 


BEST CURRENT FILMS 


For Family: Bambi, Hit the Ice, The Hu- 
man Comedy, In Which We Serve, My 
Friend Flicka, Report from the Aleutians, 
Saludos Amigos, The Silent Village, Spit- 
fire, This Is the Army, Thousands Cheer. 

For Mature Audience: Action in the 
North Atlantic, Claudia, The Constant 
Nymph, Desert Victory, Guadalcanal Diary, 
Holy Matrimony, Mission to Moscow, The 
Ox-Bow Incident, Random Harvest, Shad- 
ow of a Doubt, This Land Is Mine, Watch 
on the Rhine, The Young Mr. Pitt. 


NEW PICTURES 


Our Alaskan Frontier (War.). Docu- 
mentary short in technicolor, featuring 
scenery, towns, fisheries, new farming 
ventures. 

More than just a beautiful travel fea- 
ture, this attempts to give overall idea of 
resources and trends. Informative. M, Y, C. 


Doughboys in Ireland (Col.).’* Kenny 
Baker, the Jesters. Comedy. Irish-Amer- 
ican soldier stationed in Ireland meets 
daughter of clan which “runs” the village; 
result—song, romance. 


Reception for Pastor 


Meriden, Conn. Following by one 
week the installation of the Rev. George 
A. Hagedorn as pastor of Immanuel 
Church, Meriden, the new pastor and 


“his wife were honored guests at a for- 


mal reception by members and friends 
of the congregation to the number of 
450 on Sunday evening, November 14. 
Formal greetings by the various dig- 
nitaries of the church and of the city 
were followed by a short program and 
social hour. Dignitaries present in- 
cluded Mayor Francis R. Danaher, who 
conveyed the greetings of the com- 
munity; the Rev. Herbert D. Dichsen 
and the Rev. Robert A. Hydenreich, 
vice-president and secretary of the 
New England Lutheran Conference. A 
highlight of the occasion was the pres- 
ence of many of the members of the 
Meriden Ministers’ Association. 


The twenty-fifth anniversary of the - 


United Lutheran Church was observed 
earlier in the day in Immanuel Church 
with two special Communion services. 
The Bible school also participated in 
the event by including as part of their 
Sunday session the special broadcast 
presented over a national hook-up. 


A pleasant but undistinguished litile 
piece, its stilted story obviously designed 
only as opportunity for Celtic songs by 
Baker and the Jesters. M, Y, C. 


*Lassie, Come Home (MGM). Donald 
Crisp, Edmund Gwenn, Elsa Lanchester, 
Roddy McDowell. Drama of devotion be- 
tween a boy and a collie, climaxed by long, 
arduous flight of the dog from her new 
home in Scotland back to the Yorkshire 
cottage. 

A delightful film, beautifully photo- 
graphed in technicolor, sympathetically 
acted, with a remarkable performance by 
“Lassie.” Excellent family fare. M, Y, C. 


Never = Dull Moment (Univ.). Frances 
Langford, the Ritz Brothers. Farce. Come- 
dians hired by gangster night club opera- 
tors, who mistake them for expert jewel 
robbers. 

Inane slapstick. 


Prairie Chickens (UA). Noah Beery, Jr., 
Jimmy Rogers. Farce about two cowboys 
who are mistaken for visiting millionaire 
and his friend. 

Dull, ineffective slapstick. 

Youth in Crisis (The March of Time). 
Documentary. Statistics on increase in 
juvenile delinquency ‘presented in drama- 
tic form, with conjectures as to causes and 
some propositions advanced as cure. 

An effective - presentation of a social 
problem, even if there is little conviction 
in the setting forth of proposed solutions. 
MY. 


“MI” means “may appeal to mature audience” 
“Y” means.“‘may appeal to youth” . 
“C” means “may appeal to children” 

* means “outstanding for family” 


W.M.S. Met in Albany 


THe fifteenth annual convention of 
the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Eastern Conference of the United Synod 
of New York was held in St. John’s 
Church, Albany, N. Y., October 19, the 
Rev. Theodore O. Posselt pastor. A 
very interesting program was carried 
out. A delicious banquet was served in 
Friendship House of the First Lutheran 
Church to seventy delegates and 160 
visitors. 

The following officers were elected 
for the coming year: President, Mrs. 
Lauren H. Grandy; vice-president, Mrs. 


Morris ‘Skinner; secretary, Mrs. Clay-. 


ton VanDeusen; statistician, Mrs. Her- 
bert H. Wahl; treasurer, Mrs. M. E. 
Stein. Mrs. Mryton BrEcKEr. 


OBITUARY 
paged E. Crowell, eae 


it became ni for him to enter the hos- 
pital and to accept a leave of absence — his 
Thou; he recovered in heal suf- 
ciently to leave the hospital during a sum- 
— oe Ney = saci gait and et — 
entered the hospital in Octo remaining th 
until his death. 
Harvey Edwin Crowell, son of Edwin M. and 
Willie Filson Crowell, was born near Lisbon, 
Ohio, March 26, 1882. He was graduated from 


The Lutheram 


the Wittenberg Academy in 1905, from Witten- 
berg College in 1909, and from Hamma Divinity 
School in 1912. He was ordained in 1912 and 
accepted a call to the parish consisting of St. 
Mark’s Church, Osborn, and the Brandt Lu- 
theran Church in Ohio, beginning a pastorate 
that was to last a quarter of a century. During 
the first World War he was absent from his 
parish a year to serve as an army chaplain. 
His second, and last, parish was St. Luke's 
Church, Springfield, Ohio, 1937-1943. 

Dr. Crowell was a member of the Board of 
Directors of Oesterlen Home since 1917, a mem- 
ber of its Executive Committee since 1922, and 
president from 1933 to the time of his death. 
He was for many years a member of the Inner 
Mission Board of the United Lutheran Church 
in America, and was a member of the Board of 
Social Missions since its organization in 1938, 
serving on its Inner Mission Committee and the 
Committee on Disaster Relief. In recognition of 
his leadership in the Church, Wittenberg Col- 
lege honored him with the degree of Doctor 
of Divinity. ' 

He is survived by a brother, Raymond Cro- 
well, and a half-brother, John Crowell, both of 
Lisbon, Ohio; and a half-sister, Mrs, Eva 
Crowell Patterson, who resides near Lisbon. 

A funeral service was conducted December 4 
in St. Luke’s Church, Springfield, at which Dr. 
L. H. Larimer preached the sermon. On De- 
cember 6 a service at Lisbon in the presence 
of Dr. Crowell’s relatives and boyhood friends 
was conducted by the Rev. T. Paul Laughner. 
Interment took place in Arlington Cemetery at 
the nation’s capital. 

The tributes of weerert paid to his memory 
recall his greatheartedness as a pastor, his ar- 
dent interest in the orphans, and his love for 
the merciful work of the Church. 

Willard D. Allbeck. 


Agnes Louise Remsburg 


older daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Milton E. Rems- 
burg, died November 13, after a long illness. 
Early in life she united with the Bakersville 
Lutheran Church, Maryland, during the pastor- 
ate of the Rev. Dr. W. L. Remsburg. 

The funeral service was in charge of her pas- 
tor, the Rev. Raymond Miller. 


Sister Caroline Schuehler 


daughter of Philip and Elizabeth Hertenstein 
Schuehler, was born in Baltimore, Md., Feb- 
ruary 28, 1868. She entered the Baltimore 
Motherhouse as candidate from St. Mark’s Lu- 
-theran Church, Baltimore, September 1, 1897, 
and was consecrated June 26, 1900. 

As an experienced seamstress at that time, 
it was her earnest desire to dedicate her 
talent and life work to Christ and His King- 
dom. To this end after completing her training, 
she was placed in charge of the sewing room, 
where for many years she rendered faithful and 
efficient service, doing it always ‘‘as unto the 
Lord.” In this respect Sister Lina resembled 
“that certain disciple’ at Joppa named Dorcas, 
a woman full of good works and alms deeds 
which she did. Sister Lina had acquired the 
real art of the needle and her work was blessed 
of the Lord. 

For many years she conducted a Saturday 
morning sewing class for girls in connection 
with her many other duties. Not only was the 
art of sewing made attractive for the girls but 
the stories from the Bible were impressed upon 
their minds and hearts. 

Sister Lina found much pleasure in teaching 
in a number of our Lutheran Sunday schools 
in Baltimore in former years, and in that way 
formed many lasting intimate friendships. 
devotional study of the Word in which she spent 
much time brought real joy and strength to her, 
and she deeply appre the worship services 
in the chapel on Sunday mornings and Wednes- 
day evenings and entered into the Sisters’ Ves- 
pers from evening to evening with feeling and 
appreciation. God’s Word was precious to her, 
and she was able to quote from memory many 
of the beautiful passages from the Holy Scrip- 


es. 

As the result of age and increasing infirmity 

Sister Lina retired from active service about 
four years ago, but her interest in the work 
continued to the end. Her final illness became 
acute almost three months ago, and week by 
week her strength failed. anksgiving Day, 
November 25, she quietly fell asleep. She had 
heard the summons to come up higher, and her 
ministry of loving service was finished; her 
weakness and sufferings were over; her long- 
ing and desires were satisfied; her prayers were 
answered; the Lord had called her unto Him- 
self. 
Those surviving Sister Lina are Mrs. J. W. 
Deem, a sister living in Baltimore; Mrs. Francis 
Oliver Holmes of Princeton, N. J.; Miss Miriam 
E. Deem of Baltimore, Miss Mary Anna Deem 
of Washington, and Mrs. Emriel Ford of Balti- 
more, nieces: and Mr. William Schuehler, 
nephew, Baltimore. William A. Wade. 


Michael Armstrong Shaffer 


infant son of the Rev. and Mrs. Rollin G. Shaffer 
of Manasquan, N. J., died shortly after birth 
November 3. 


December 22, 1943 ° 


The Rev. Charles Clinton Snyder 


was released from suffering and blindness on 
October 14, 1943. Sickness caused him to retire 
from the ministry eight years ago. He lived in 
darkness for seven years, but is now where he 
can see again. 

He was born near Sellersville, Pa., October 
23, 1866, the son of Simon H. and Lydia Ann 
(Miller) Snyder. He was graduated from Muh- 
lenberg College in 1891, and from the Philadel- 
phia Seminary in 1894. He was ordained by the 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania and Adjacent 
States in 1894. : 

He served the following congregations in 
Pennsylvania as pastor: St. John’s, Center 
Square; St. Luke’s at Dublin, and Christ at 
Tinicum; Trinity, Quakertown;. Holy Spirit, 
Reading; and then was called for the second 
time to St. John’s, Center Square. 

Besides his pastoral activities he filled many 
important offices and served on various com- 
mittees. He was secretary and president of the 


Norristown Conference of the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania. 

He married Sarah Elizabeth Snyder in 1894. 

Pastor Snyder was a lifelong student, a de- 
voted churchman, a congenial friend, a patient 
sufferer, an example of implicit trust in Jesus 
Christ. He believed that all things work to- 
gether for good to them that love God. 

William R. Seaman. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Fritts, Dorr E., from 457 Third Ave., 
N. Y., to 7 Loomis St., Rochester, N. Y. 

Hahn, Clements, from Plains, Ga., to R. F. D. 1, 
Kannapolis, N. C. 

Rhine, John S., from Gurley, Nebr., to Warren- 
ville, Ill. 

Scholz, Frederick C. H., from New Florence, 
Pa., to Tivoli, Tex. 

Tappert, D.D., C. R., from 4925 Hazel Ave., 
Philadelphia, Pa., to 64 Gowen Circle, Phila- 
delphia 19, Pa. 


Troy, 
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The gift that keeps Jresh in the mind of the lucky 


receiver the memory of the donor 


Special 30 Day Offer 


New Gift Subscriptions only 
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